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Dear Readers,

Well, it’s a WRAP!
	 Here	it	is.	My	final	issue.	I	de-
cided this last issue should highlight the 
personal thoughts of LIU Post’s stu-
dents. See, my friends who have gradu-
ated suggested that I get to know every 
student I possibly could, because that is 
what they truly regretted. So I present 
to you, “Humans of LIU Post.” It clearly 
isn’t the entire student body, but it is a 
glance into the diverse student body.
 I am graduating in a few days 
and I am heading into the real world. I 
will truly miss Post and all it has to offer. 
For those of you starting your journey 
here, all I can say is take every hardship 

as a lesson and a blessing — because you really do live and learn. It has truly been 
my pleasure providing The Bottom Line to my Post family, for the last two years. I 
enjoyed it every step of the way. 

	 	 And	finally	to	the	Class	of	2014,	congratulations,	we	did	it!

      Yours Truly,
  Christina Morgera “Chrissy Mo”  
  B.F.A. Art Education/ Photography Minor ‘14
  Chrissymorgera@gmail.com
  Editor-in-Chief
  

Online Editor        
Kristiane Aateigen

Megan Draghi

Kristen Linsalata

Editor-in-Chief        
Chrissy Morgera

To Our Readers...
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MEET YOUR NEW EDITORS FOR NEXT YEAR!

KRISTEN LINSALATA
B.F.A. in English (Writing Concentration)

 Journalism minor  ‘15
Co-Editor-in-Chief 2014-2015

ALEX BILLINGTON
B.A International Studies/ 
Public Relations Minor ‘16

Co-Editor-in-Chief 2014-2015

Alex Billington
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t’s me against the world” is a common feel-
ing for many college students; the pres-
sures of school work, actual work, commit-
ments left and right, and not to mention the 

humble desire for a jubilant social-life. 
 Things can often feel like they are too much, and 
it’s the people around you that help you hold it together. 
When you arrive at college, it’s like stepping into the 
abyss. You don’t know what you’ll encounter, and you 
have no idea of the trials and tribulations ahead. But most 
fascinatingly, you don’t know who you are going to meet.
 Senior Public Relations major Malin Skotnes 
gives her take on the people at LIU. “LIU Post is such a 
diverse campus. For this reason, I did not only find friends 
that will last a lifetime, but also extended my perspective 
of different cultures. Thanks to the people at LIU Post, 
the three years I have spent here so far have become more 
than just education.”
 Humans crave social relationships, we seek them 
out. Have you ever sat gazing and thinking, “That per-
son looks interesting,” and wondering what their story is? 
There are thousands of beautiful humans packed inside 
one place, all with at least one common interest [we all 
chose LIU].
 Some personalities find it easier to connect with 
new people, and some need a little more of a push. What-
ever the case may be, there exists a collection of exciting 
and unknown stories, perspectives, opinions, and emo-
tions in the form of unique individuals who have all ar-
rived at the same place on a collection of different paths.
 Seeking out those stories, finding out where 
people have been and where they are going, associating 
common ground, and knowing that there are people who 
understand you and have the ability to help you grow, is 
an exciting prospect available to all college kids.
 Different perspectives and approaches can be 
extremely valuable in the globalized world of today. 
Collections of cultures are merging together, creating 
enchanting new perspectives which the world has never 
seen before. This generation is lucky enough to be sub-
ject to the patchworks of culture, views, and beliefs. Se-
nior History and Political Science major Kiran Mykoo 
reflected on the diversity at LIU. “Diversity within LIU 
has impacted me very positively. I’ve had the chance to 
learn and understand different cultures, and also how to 

approach things from a variety of standpoints.”
 The students are what determine LIU Post’s com-
position, and the will to expand your horizons through 
the median of people comes from within. Post does con-
tribute, though, through events, programs, and clubs. As 
with most colleges, it attempts to create an environment 
in which interaction is positively encouraged. 
 Senior International Relations student Tamara 
Garrock says, “In the four years I have been here, I feel 
as though the community at Post has become a lot more 
tight-knit and enjoyable. I think this is because of all the 
new programs and student activities that have been put in 
place to give students a chance to interact.”
 College is primarily a learning resource, but 
there is so much more to be gained than the knowledge 
acquired from class. Seniors often reflect on how they 
have grown as a result of college. Senior Public Relations 
Major Kristina Renberg says, “Of course I gained a lot 
from classes, but I learnt so much from the people I have 
met. It is easy to switch-off in class or study for a test and 
forget it an hour after the exam, but the lessons I have 
learned, and the challenges I’ve faced, and the people 
I’ve met have helped shape me as a person.” 
 No one is saying everything about college is 
amazing, but the older generations often reflect on col-
lege as some of the best years of their life. You might not 
realize it now, and it won’t be the same for everybody, 
but the amount of people at your fingertips in college 
will not likely be surpassed. “Humans of LIU Post,” just 
consider everything around you, and be sure to utilize all 
that is available; people, professors, information, clubs, 
and events, because the freedom you have at college is a 
captivating thing.

“I
“You, yourself as much as anyone else in the universe, 
deserve your love and affection.”
-Paula Delgado, Criminal Justice and Psychology ‘14

By: Alex Billington

of LIU Post
HUMANS

Photo by :Chrissy Morgera/ Post Bottom Line
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ave you ever felt like you weren’t be-
ing the absolute authentic version of 
yourself? Perhaps you were holding 
something back from the people that 
you love, or even from yourself. What 
if the very thing that you were con-
cealing was a topic that was a target 
for hate, discrimination, and unspeak-

able acts of violence? Would you expose it to the light, or 
keep it hidden forever? This is a decision that homosexu-
als of all socioeconomic areas of life face every day, even 
at LIU Post. The reluctance to come out as gay can either 
be exacerbated by the college environment or lessened, 
depending on the individual. However, while each per-
son’s experiences differ, generations of the past, present, 
and future are bonded together by the experience of liv-

ing as a sexual minority. 
 While people who publicly “come out” should 
be commended and are exponentially brave, those that 
choose to keep their sexuality concealed may do so be-
cause of the relentless discrimination that they could po-
tentially face, and the wanton violence that some sexual 
minorities continue to experience on a daily basis across 
the globe. In some cases, homosexuals are even op-
pressed by their own governments. Even some states in 
the United States, one of the freest countries in the world, 
place restrictions on the rights of homosexuals. This is 
depicted by the 33 states that still ban same-sex marriage 
in the United States, according to the Washington Post 
article entitled, “The Changing Landscape on Same-Sex 
Marriages.”

H

COMING

By: Kristen Linsalata

“OUT”Coming out to friends and family 
has been a right of passage for 
sexual minorities for generations.
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 After being treated as subhuman, feelings of 
hopelessness and despair ensue. In 2010, an 18-year-old 
Rutgers University freshman, Tyler Clementi, jumped 
off the George Washington Bridge after discovering his 
roommate used a webcam to record Clementi’s romantic 
encounter with another man without his consent. While 
tragic, Clementi is not alone. According to journal Pedi-
atrics online, teens who self-identify as homosexual are 
five times more likely than their heterosexual counter-
parts to attempt suicide. Although Clementi is just one 
of many young gay people that have committed suicide 
due to the hate crimes against their sexuality, his case re-
minded the nation that the victimization of homosexuals 
is still a reality in the United States. 
 However, despite discrimination, there has been 
an outpouring of love and acceptance toward the Lesbi-
an, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) community. 
While their experiences are purely unique, the insights 
gathered, the bad along with the good, allow queer indi-
viduals to receive support and understanding from people 
of all sexual backgrounds. This helps to support the com-
mon goal of greater acceptance and equality for sexual 
minorities. 
 “I think that the United States is on a 
pretty clear path towards greater social accep-
tance of homosexuals, and polling data really 
supports this,” said Brian Sweeney, Assistant 
Professor of Sociology at LIU Post, who spe-
cializes in sexuality. “I mean, just in the past 10 
years our attitudes towards gay marriage have 
changed a lot, and we’ve gone from a nation 
where the majority of citizens were against gay 
marriage to today where I think recent polling 
says it’s upwards of 55, 60, maybe even above 

60 percent of Americans are in support of gay marriage.”
 This acceptance allows students such as Taylor 
Inesta, a sophomore Music Education major in LIU Post’s 
Honors Program and member of The Rainbow Alliance 
on campus, to be able to live openly as a college student 
in the LGBT community. Inesta’s coming out journey be-
gan when her mother found out about her girlfriend when 
she was a sophomore in high school. Currently, Inesta 
feels accepted by her family and friends, and feels safe 
on LIU Post’s campus. It is a lesson to other, perhaps 
more “closeted,” members of the LGBT community on 
campus that coming out can be a positive experience that 
can enrich your life.
 As for how far [the LGBT community] has 
come, I think, on campus at least, we are basically where 
we need to be,” said Inesta. “A little bit of ignorance here 
and there, but nothing a quick question can’t fix. ‘Coming 
out’ shouldn’t even be a thing, unless heterosexual people 
are required to ‘come out’ as well. Sexuality should not 
have a standard. No one should be ‘straight until proven 
gay.’ Until that happens, though, I am looking forward to 
more people being comfortable and confident in who and 
what they are.”

”

Public figures in the media who have 
“come out” as a sexual minority have 
the unique ability to give young men and 
women like Inesta the confidence to be 
who they truly are. 
  

“
Continued on next page...
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  Since 1921, women from across the nation have 
been competing to win the coveted crown of Miss Ameri-
ca. Year after year, we witness beautiful, traditional wom-
en from various backgrounds competing for the title. But 
what happens when a contestant breaks this traditional 
stereotype? Former Miss Kentucky, Djuan Trent, a 
2011 Miss America contestant, stated in her personal 
blog, “I am queer,” making her the first openly les-
bian contestant to have competed at a national level. 
 “
 For the first time, after I had tried and retried to 
write that blog, this time it felt right,” Trent said when 
speaking about why she had chosen to come out on her 
Feb. 22 blog post entitled, “Turning ‘They’ Into “We.”

 Trent revealed that she knew at a very young age, 
when she was in the 4th grade, that she felt differently 
than her heterosexual peers. She first came out to her 
uncle, who was the only known homosexual in Trent’s 
family, and described the experience as being extremely 
emotional.
 “Middle school might have been the first time 
that I came into contact with another girl who expressed 
her attraction to me,” Trent revealed. “I grew up in a very 
strict Christian home. I went to a Southern Baptist school 
that was very conservative. I always knew that I felt dif-
ferently, but it was never anything that I was able to ex-
plore or ever was exposed to.”
 “One of the things that has been really amazing 
about coming out was having the ability to affect a lot 
of people’s lives,” said Trent. “During my year as Miss 
Kentucky, I was able to speak to children about goal set-
ting, self-esteem, and anti-bullying. But now, I have a 
whole new wave of young people reaching out to me to 

thank me and to tell me that I gave them the courage to 
be themselves, and to come out as well.”
 “I think that the general trend for the Miss Amer-
ica pageant will be to recognize just more diversity in 
women’s lives,” said Professor Sweeney. “I think that 
the pageant came about in the time where women’s lives 
were a little bit more restricted. Today, I think that just as 
women’s lives have grown more diverse and more dy-
namic, women are doing things that they weren’t doing 
50 years ago. I think we’ll see the Miss America pageant 
perhaps mirror some of that social change and maybe 
even not even in just who the contestants are but in how 
the pageant is run and what kind of categories and what 
succeeding in those categories looks like.”

This is something that many of us grapple with on a daily 
basis. We all have our own paths that we need to take. 
As one matures, you realize that people’s ignorant judg-
ments and hateful words are no longer about the individ-
ual that they are discriminating against, but an issue ly-
ing dormant within them. However, we see with growing 
acceptance rates that the perpetuity of misguided judg-
ments about queer individuals is beginning to diminish 
in the United States. Perhaps as acceptance continues to 
grow, our paths will begin to combine as one, creating 
an environment for greater understanding and growth in 
America and abroad. 

 Former Miss Kentucky, Djuan Trent, a 2011 Miss America contestant, stated 
in her personal blog, “I am queer,”

For some, “coming out” as 
a sexual minority is a rite of pas-
sage that plays an integral part 
of finding one’s self.  

”

“
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rowing up is a simple 
equation that can’t be 
solved without new im-
pulses and experiences,” 
a wise young woman that 
I used to work with told 
me. That line has been in 

the back of my mind ever since she said that to me. We 
were talking about how I was about to start college. 
 It’s like when you’re going on a vacation, but 
you don’t know how much fun you’ll have until you’re 
back home and finally have the time to reflect. You grow 
when you reflect. Or, for all of you gym rats out there, 
you could compare it to how your muscles don’t grow 
until you let them rest. I’m a graduating senior and that 
is exactly how I’m feeling at the moment. I don’t think 
I’m going to be able to comprehend how much I have 
grown since I started college in 2011 until I have gradu-
ated. I started as a young, Norwegian 19-year-old, and 
now I feel like an old, Americanized 22-year-old. 
 I applied without consulting my inner doubt. 
I didn’t experience that doubt until I got here, met my 
first roommate, and saw the dorms for the first time. 
“What have I done?” I thought, as I felt my stomach 
twisting and untwisting. I felt young and alone, but at 
the same time those emotions were conflicting with how 
excited I was to get this whole experience started. My 
thoughts and feelings were out of control, and it took a 
while before I tamed my restless mind. 
 Now, three years later, I can’t help but feeling 
like the time has flown by, like someone just pulled a 
carpet underneath my feet. So, have I grown? Well, I’m 
still restless, and I am certainly more tired of school 
than I have ever been. I am ready to be done with home-
work, and I am ready to not be graded on everything. 
That is honestly more anxiety-causing than rewarding. 
I am ready to start the next “era” of the life of Tina. But 
regardless of these senioritis-like emotions, it turned 
out to be the wisest decision I have ever made. To go 
to school overseas, that is. I have had more fun than 
I could ever imagine having. I have made an endless 
amount of friends and memories that will always stay 
with me. I have faced challenges that, indeed, have 
helped me grow into a better person. And as cliché as 

this all may sound, it is as true as how chocolate is un-
healthy but delicious. Just like life.
 So, to all of you doubting freshmen, sopho-
mores, and juniors out there; it will get better. You will 
survive and you will definitely appreciate your college 
experience more than anything else. But if it turns out 
that you didn’t enjoy it, well, then there’s always life 
after school!
 

THE END 
By: Tina Kasin

“G
IS NEAR...

Photo by :Chrissy Morgera/ Post Bottom Line

“Art is everything. If I wasn’t here, I don’t know where I’d 
be.  So I don’t know what is going to be next for me.”
   
   --Sofie Hoff, Fine Arts major ‘14
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Highlighting the personal 
thoughts of LIU Post’s students 
and glancing into the melting pot 
that is the student body.

Interviews done by: Chrissy Morgera, 
Kristen Linsalata, and Alex Billington

Photography by: Chrisssy Morgera

“My Dad is Welsh and my Mom is Zimbabwean. 
The	first	time	I	went	to	Zimbabwe	was	last	May.	
I think it was then that I realized I was not only 
Welsh, that there is another half of me and I just 
had	to	find	it.”

“PhiA is the only way.”

“I lost my home in Hurricane Sandy but I 
am still here and I am going to graduate.”

“In 20 years, I’m going to be in Dubai or 
Japan or Italy or anywhere that is not in 
America.”

“We have a lot in common, but the fact 
that we’re so different because I’m all 
the way from Norway and she’s from 
Wisconsin. We’re constantly learning 
from each other.”

‘When I was playing professional soccer, I was 
injured and I had to quit. I realized I had missed 
out on the beautiful world, and from then on 
I promised myself I would never just do stuff 
because I’m in this circle of doing it, for the rest 
of my life I’m just going to do stuff I enjoy.” 

HUMANS OF 
LIU POST
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“People say we look exactly alike… We 
don’t see it.”

“There’s always a silver lining for everything.” “Take everything one step at a time 
because we don’t have control of how life 
unfolds.”

--Don’t think, where will you be in 20 years?
“Working, working, working, working, pay-
ing off my tuition.”

“Don’t dwell on your mistakes, learn from 
them and keep moving forward”

“We don’t let the drama get us 
down and we keep going forward.” 

--As an international student, how 
is the learning environment here, 
compared to home?
“It’s more free here. It’s much bet-
ter. It’s really MUCH better.”

--What do you like about your 
girlfriend?
“I like her beautiful smile, look 
how cute she is, she’s so little. I 
would have proposed but I wasn’t 
prepared...Sorry Jacklyne.”
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resident Barack Obama has made a major 
impact throughout his time in office. Barack 
Obama is arguably one of the most popular 
presidents of our time. Even though he has 
youthful aspects and he tries to keep up with 

Americans and their current beliefs, his high rate of 
popularity has been falling down a slippery slope that 
he may not be able to recover from. And shocking as it 
may be, the people who are losing his faith and trust are 
the millennial voters. 
 Who exactly are millennial voters? Do you fit 
under this category? According to The Millennial Leg-
acy.com, “Millennials are the generation born between 
1982 and sometime in the early 2000s.” That means a 
large majority of the students that attend LIU Post are 
most likely considered millennials. Most people who 
are millennials are over 18-years-old, therefore being 
eligible to vote in elections. Ever since the 1960s, the 
younger voters have started to gain a voice in national 
and world matters. Presidential elects have learned to 
also cater toward this group’s needs and desires for 
our country. President Obama is included in one of 
the presidents who have promised to cater towards the 
young voters, which are now the millennials.
 When President Barack Obama came into of-
fice in January 2009, he took the nation by storm. After 
the eight-year reign of Republican George W. Bush, 
Americans were ready for someone more vibrant and 
exciting from the Democrat party to become our na-
tion’s next president. Obama was just the person that 
the nation felt that they needed. Not only is he the first 
African American United States president, but also he 
seemed to understand and relate to the American public. 
Because of these positive qualities, President Obama 
had high ratings throughout his first year of his presi-
dency. According to Gallup.com, Obama’s popularity 

when entering his first term of presidency was at the 
high of 69 percent. He managed to even pull U.S. troops 
out of Iraq. This made Obama even more likable to the 
public. However, it was his proposals for the medical 
plan, Obamacare, which started a drift between him and 
the American public. These people who started to doubt 
him were not just millennials, but older voters as well. 
 Even though millennial voters started to become 
irked with President Obama, the majority of the group, 
a whopping 67 percent of the youth vote, still went to 
Obama versus Republican Mitt Romney two years ago. 
As we know, President Obama was elected into office 
for his second term back in January 2012. However, 
as his second term progresses, Obama’s popularity has 
continued to decline. 

P
By: Megan Draghi

FALL OUT
WITH OBAMA

The Millennial

mil·len·nial
[noun]
plural noun: millennials; plural noun: millennials
1. a person reaching young adulthood around the 
year 2000; a Generation Yer. []
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 His proposal of the Affordable Care Act (Obam-
acare) led to a government shut down back in October. 
In his role with the problems in Syria, the Huffington 
Post has quoted President Obama and the White House 
Administration as dealing with the problems in Syria 
with, “the least-bad option.” The trouble in Syria is a 
tricky situation, but millennials, along with the rest of 
the rest of the American public, both Democrats and 
Republicans, disapprove of Obama’s idea of air strikes 
on Syria. Americans also cannot forget Obama taking 
“selfies” with Danish Prime Minister Helle Thorning-
Schmidt at Nelson Mandela’s funeral last December. 
Millennial Americans are known for taking selfies, but 
even they know it is not appropriate or respectful to take 
one at a funeral, especially not one of a world leader.
 Also, the millennials are not too happy with 
the fact that student loans and the cost of college have 
increased tremendously, even if President Obama did 
not directly have a major role in this. Millennials are 
also having children, and are dealing with the problems 
of the Common Core Standards presented by the United 
States Government, as well.
 As previously mentioned, the millennial popula-
tion is made up of Americans who are about 32-years-
old or younger. With this in mind, LIU Post students 
who fall under the millennial category were asked how 
they feel about President Obama.
 Senior Peter Collorafi, an American Studies ma-
jor, says, “He didn’t balance the budget like he prom-
ised, or end wars like he promised. And he increased debt 
more than other presidents.”

 Reyna Romero, a freshman Childhood Education 
major, says, “He doesn’t do anything, and it’s a waste of 
our time. It’s discouraging to those who voted for him 
because they originally had faith in him.”
 However, not all millennial students feel this 
way about President Obama. Dana Bettex, a senior Edu-
cation major says, “I think he’s a great man. Especially 
because he’s a family man and he tries to help people the 
best that he can.”

 No matter what young voters feel, Obama is 
starting to fall down a path of uncertainty and contro-
versy. His ideas on topics such as Syria, health care, and 
“selfies” have begun to simply annoy a larger percent-
age of the American public. Because of these problems, 
President Obama is starting to lose even the respect of 
millennial voters as well.

 A student who wished to 
remain anonymous felt, “I’m not 
exactly sure how I feel about 
him. Everyone hates Obam-
acare, but I also admire his 
political activism and work to 
help LGBTQ couples get equal 
rights.” 
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By: Alyssa Seidman

Well, here we are again; another beautiful issue of The 
Bottom Line and another love-laced lament from yours 
truly. So, what are we being enlightened about today 
readers? The answer: summer flings. Yes, despite how 
topsy-turvy the weather has been the past couple of 
weeks; summer vacation is within our reach. What better 
way to celebrate this realization than with a little tale of 
heated, summery passion?
 It was 2012, and I had just turned seventeen. My 
junior year of high school was finally over, and I could 
breathe easy through the summer months. Along with my 
usual gig as a camp counselor, I decided to start work-
ing summer shifts at Piping Rock Country Club, where I 
worked part-time as a waitress during the school year. 
 My first night at the beach club was intimidat-
ing at best. The interns PRC hired for the summer had 
been working together since early May, and I had a bit 
of catching up to do. Being the social butterfly that I am, 
it was no problem for me to befriend people. But one of 

them eluded me like no other. 
 I was innocently dispensing myself some soda 
from the fountain in the break room that first night when 
a beautiful British voice, sweet like butterscotch, cap-
tured my attention. 
 “Excuse me?” he inquired. “I don’t believe 
we’ve met, but my name’s Sebastian.” 
 Sebastian (Bas for short) was a 20-year-old, 
blue-eyed boy from the banks of England…West York-
shire, to be specific.
 I turned and smiled at him almost immediately, 
trying to conjure up a reply that wouldn’t send him run-
ning for the hills (I have had this problem before). “Hi, 
I’m Alyssa,” I said coolly, while shaking his hand. “As 
if you couldn’t tell from the nametag,” I said while ges-
turing to my nametag, thinking “Wow, be a little dumb-
er please!” But he laughed, and then I laughed. I was 
hooked.

Summer Lovin’…
DIDN’T Have Me a Blast
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 As the weeks went on, we grew closer and clos-
er, exchanging words and ideas as if time (or work itself) 
didn’t matter. He was studying International Relations at 
the University of St. Andrews in Scotland, and explained 
to me his dreams of working in politics worldwide. I told 
him my aspirations of studying to be great writer and live 
in New York, and eventually work for the Times, etcet-
era. We shared laughs (and then some) at staff barbecues 
and parties, we gossiped about club members and fel-
low interns. We had these special moments of sincerity 
between us that were nothing short of extraordinary…. 
I was obviously smitten. Eventually, I made him aware 
of this; and not with playing hard-to-get or another fool-
ish expression of attraction, but by actually voicing such 
feelings. You probably think I’m crazy, right? 
 It was a rare case that I would find a guy who I 
found so lovingly interesting and that made me feel com-
fortable in my own skin. For the first time in forever, I 
felt good about being myself – Bas’s companionship al-
lowed me to do that. I realize this implies that I needed a 
guy’s approval to be okay with who I was, but this wasn’t 
just any guy (he was foreign, could you blame me?). He 
took the whole thing fairly well. I don’t recall how the 
conversation went exactly, but I distinctly remember him 
saying, “I appreciate you being honest,” and “it’s good 
that you’re forward.” What a buzzword. Forward. You 
might as well say you’re scared shitless. I regretted tell-
ing him anything at all; and then it was early September.
 On his last night at work, I gave Bas this semi-
speech about how amazing the summer was, that it 
wouldn’t have been as special if I hadn’t met him, and 
that I’d miss him a lot. He replied with this heartbreaker: 
“You’re a great girl, and I’ll miss you as well.” My parting 

words to him were from “Romeo and Juliet”: “Parting 
is such sweet sorrow, but I shall say goodnight till it be 
morrow…even though I may never see you again.” He 
laughed, and I laughed, and then we said goodbye.

The biggest plot twist of all is that he’s rumored to return 
to PRC for the upcoming summer (WHAT?). I honestly 
don’t know how to feel about this because on one hand it 
could be amazing and we simply pick up where we left 
off; on the other, I’m terrified because a lot of time has 
transpired and he could be a totally different person (I 
know I’ve changed).
 The fact of the matter is that second chances are 
real and rare things you have to seize while you can. I 
won’t believe any rumors until I physically see him back 
in the states, but if he indeed returns, I’m taking that 
chance. I might never get another one.

 From my experience, summer 
flings	are	not	what	you	see	in	the	movies	
– no one is being swept off into the sky 
by	Grease	Lightning.	But	if	that	fling	that	
“don’t mean a thing” turns into some-
thing	worth	fighting	for,	remember	that	
love hurts just as much as it heals. And it 
does heal, it makes you more comfort-
able with yourself; it makes you more 
confident	than	you	ever	knew	you	could	
be. It reminds you that in the absence 
of others, you can learn to love yourself, 
too.  

 We maintained a vir-
tual “Dear John” 
friendship for the past 
two years, exchanging ex-
periences and stories that 
kept us connected despite 
the ocean in between us.
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Missing Flight

By: Chihiro Kusazaki

M H 3 7 0
 “Good night, Malaysian three seven zero,” was 
the last conversation in the transcript between the air traf-
fic controller and the cockpit of the missing Malaysian 
Airlines Flight MH370 aircraft. 
 The Boeing 777-200ER departed from Kuala 
Lumpur, the Malaysian capital, at 12:41 a.m. on March 
8. It was scheduled to land in Beijing at 6:30 a.m. the 
same day, after a roughly 2,700-mile (4,350-kilometer) 
journey. But around 1:30 a.m., air traffic controllers in 
Subang, outside Kuala Lumpur, lost contact with the 
plane over the sea between Malaysia and Vietnam. It is 
said that minutes after the final radio transmission was 
received, the plane’s communications were cut off and it 
turned back across Peninsular Malaysia and headed to-
wards the Indian Ocean, according to military radar and 
limited satellite data. The flight disappeared.
 Malaysia is coordinating the search, which in-
volves crews mainly from six countries. Australia is 
leading the effort, based out of Perth, with China, New 
Zealand, the United States, South Korea, and Japan con-
tributing aircraft ships, and underwater equipments.  
 The pilot, Captain Zaharie Ahmad Shah, was a 
53-year-old veteran with 18,365 flying hours who joined 
Malaysia Airlines in 1981. Last week, Malaysian police 
searched Captain Zaharie’s home and confiscated a flight-
simulator. However, his colleagues discussed this and 
none of them believed that there is something suspicious 
about him. “He is a nice guy. He is well-disciplined and 
professional,” his colleague Peter Chong, told The Tele-
graph on March 18. Chong also told the Mirror on March 
16, “I would not believe he was involved in any way at 
all. If I went on a plane and was allowed the choice of a 
pilot, I would choose Captain Zaharie.” 
 There were 239 people on board: 227 passengers 
and 12 crew member. The youngest passenger was two-
years-old, and the oldest was 79-years-old. According to 
the airline, the passengers’ 14 nationalities spanned the 
Asia-Pacific region, Europe, and North America. There 
were 3 passengers from China,  38 from Malaysia, 7 
Indonesians, 6 Australians, 4 French, and 3 Americans. 
Four passengers had valid booking to travel but did not 
show up for the flight, according to the airline.
 Two passengers boarded the plane using stolen 
passports. Authorities  identified them as Pouri Nour-
mohammadi, 18, and Delavar Seyed Mohammad Reza, 
29, both Iranians. Malaysian police believe Nourmo-
hammadi was trying to immigrate to Germany using the 

stolen Austrian passport. The men entered Malaysia on 
February 28 using valid Iranian passports, according to 
Interpol.The use of the stolen passports  raised concern 
that the people who used them might be involved in the 
plane’s disappearance. But officials have said they think 
it is unlikely the Iranian men had links to terrorist groups.
 Shortly after the flight went missing on March 8, 
thousands of people had already posted messages of hope 
on the walls of the Kuala Lumpur airport in Malaysia’s 
capital. But the waiting families are helpless, in anguish, 
and grief-stricken. Parents are waiting for their kids to 
come home, and they are angry because they feel as if the 
Malaysian government has been hiding something.
 More than 300 relatives and friends of missing 
Flight MH370 passengers marched to the Malaysian Em-
bassy in Beijing on March 25 to express their anger and 
frustration with Malaysian authorities. Many protesters 
wore white t-shirts that read, “Please pray for the pas-
sengers of MH370. We pray for their safe return.”
 Yuang Ying , a Malaysian student who is study-
ing International Relations in California, said, “I knew 
it when I was watching the news, which [had] shaken 
me up. I immediately called my parents. I was relieved 
that none of my family or my friends was on the flight.. 
Because it is small community, we could easily know 
who is missing because of the accident. There is nothing 
I could say.” 
 We still don’t know what happened. The pilots 
did not indicate any problem to the tower, and issued no 
distress signal. Malaysian military officials cite radar 
data as suggesting the plane might have changed course. 
But the pilots didn’t tell air traffic control that they were 
doing so.
 It has been over a month since the airplane disap-
peared; Malaysia has requested help from additional 19 
countries for the search for the missing flight, 25 coun-
tries now involved. “The search was already a highly 
complex, multi-national effort,” acting transport minister 
Hishammuddin Hussein said at a briefing on March 16. 
“It has now become even more difficult.”
 Without any clues about whether the airplane 
crashed or was hijacked, it is a mystery that even high 
technology in 21st century has so far been unable to 
solve. 
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ARIES
(3/21 – 4/19)
Aries have ramlike eyebrows and smug expressions. 
Aries rarely say one thing and do another. They usu-
ally do the wrong thing and don’t discuss it. Don’t 
sweat it Aries... Let it go, like that annoying girl did in 
that movie “Frozen.”

TAURUS
(4/20 – 5/20)
Happy Birthday Taurus! You guys are reknowned for 
your good sense of humor and their ability to laugh at 
the strangest things. With a good sense of humor that 
works	 as	 an	 enabler	 against	 their	 height	 deficiency,	
Taureans are said to be excellent lovers but for some 
unknown reason, lousy dancers... Just kidding. Not re-
ally.

GEMINI
(5/21 – 6/20)
Most astrologers agree that Gemini are born with a 
duality of nature. Clearly not all Gemini are thus af-
flicted,	 	with	 insanity;	many	are	charming,	 social	 and	
intelligent characters who would not like to scoop 
out both your eyes with a spoon.

CANCER
(6/21 – 7/22)
Whilst happy to involve themselves in the lives of 
others, vicariously through television, Cancerians are 
also very active in the game of life, and enjoy living “to 
the max”. Cancerians are probably the best bunch of 
people to be around... hense probably.

LEO
(7/23 – 8/22)
The leo is not to be trusted until you have bro-
ken down the outer wall which protects him. Leo’s 
strength comes from holding his cards very much to 
his chest and whilst there is a soft layer underneath 
(like chewy caramel), the facade that most of us see is 
one that is tough (like a brick or stone).

VIRGO
(8/23 – 9/22)
Virgos are fair minded but irrational regarding cer-
tain	things	like	war	and	peace,	or	fact	and	fiction.	This	
duality of nature is similar to that of Geminii except 
for the rabid foaming-at-the-mouth kind of behaviour 
that you tend to see in Gemini if you happen to eat 
the last chocolate in the box.

LIBRA
(9/23 – 10/22)
Danger is around every corner for the Libran, and 
whilst it is usually a paranoia and not true at all, the 
Libran	finds	 it	very	difficult	to	turn	off	that	worried	
side of their persona. Which is understandable, really, 
because as far as we can tell, everyone is out to get 
them. 

SCORPIO
(10/23 – 11/21)
Scorpio also tend to have a very poor sense of time, 
often losing it altogether. Whilst this does mean that 
Scorpions are one of the most likely star-signs to be 
late for a meeting, it also accounts for the alarming 
statistic that 47% of all recorded alien-abductees are 
Scorpions.

SAGITTARIUS
(11/22 – 12/21)
Sagittarians are well known for their eloquence and 
plain speaking. However, most Sagittarians are excel-
lent orators and are usually called upon to create the 
kinds of speeches that have gone down in history.. 

CAPRICORN
(12/22 – 1/19)
When choosing a friend you can do no wrong in pick-
ing a Capricorn, they are always there when you need 
to mooch and even though they are wise fellows and 
will attempt to steer you in a positive direction, they 
are also weak willed and will bail you out as much as 
you need.

AQUARIUS
(1/20 – 2/18)
Aquarians require love and devotion and will grow 
sulky and moping if not centre of attention. The best 
way to keep an Aquarian happy is to walk around 
with	a	flag	that	says	“You’re	No.	1!”	or	“I	can’t	believe	
my luck that I’m with you!”.

PISCES
(2/19 – 3/20)
They are the peacekeepers, devoid of any true spirit, 
and least likely to form meaningful relationships. OK, 
Pisceans aren’t all that bad, but they do tend to be the 
more.	Ask	a	Piscean	to	pick	you	up	from	the	floor	af-
ter a stumble and you’ll not only get the helping hand 
you	desire,	but	a	firm	friend	for	life

M
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