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We have become not a melting pot but a beautiful mosaic. 
Different people, different beliefs, different yearnings,  

different hopes, different dreams.”



NEWS3

In the 2003 case of Grutter 
V. Bollinger, the Supreme Court 
ruled in favor of Affirmative 
Action. During that time, many 
colleges and universities had 
systems to promote diversity in 
the academic community. This 
ruling did away with many of 
the old systems and allowed 
admissions based on race to 
ensure schools would become 
more diverse.

Abigail Fisher filed Fisher 
v. University of Texas is the new 
case. Fisher is a white student 
who believes she was denied 
admission to the University of Texas because of her race. 
While details of the case show cracks in its strength, it 
has grasped national attention. Court officials estimate 
the Supreme Court would hear the case in November just 
before the Presidential election. Political correspondents 
speculate that the timing of the case may force presidential 
candidates to comment on this contentious issue. So far, 
there have been no comments about this specific case 
from any presidential hopefuls. 

In looking back at the Grutter case, the decision is 
specific in what it allows in terms of Affirmative Action. 
It does not require states to take race into account.  It 
also only speaks about public colleges and universities, 
not private institutions. After the ruling, many states 
including California and Michigan refused to follow 
it. However, many schools, including some private 
institutions, picked up the practice, causing their minority 
student populations to rise. 

One of the issues with the 2003 ruling was its fairness 
to all students involved. In a New York Times article on 
Tuesday, February 21st, attorney Hans von Spakovsky 

expressed his concern for his 
daughter in this process. “Any 
form of discrimination, whether 
it’s for or against, is wrong. 
The idea that she might be 
discriminated against and not be 
admitted because of her race is 
incredible to me.” 

There are also those who 
are greatly opposed to the idea 
of doing away with Affirmative 
Action. Lee Bollinger is 
the president of Columbia 
University; in 2003, he was 
president of the University of 
Michigan and a defendant in the 

Grutter case. Bollinger told the Times, “It [the Fisher 
case] threatens to undo several decades of effort within 
higher education to build a more integrated and just and 
educationally enriched environment.”

Fisher filed her lawsuit in 2008, after she missed a 
cutoff that allowed students in the top 10 percent of high 
school classes to be automatically accepted into public 
universities. When she missed the cut off, Fisher was 
placed in a pool of students who were selected with race 
considered. 

In 2003, Justice O’Conner, who ruled on the Gutter 
case stated that one-day, “the use of racial preferences 
will no longer be necessary.” O’Conner predicted this 
would happen in 25 years. Yet, it has taken only nine years 
for the practice to be called into consideration. In her 
case, Fisher argues, “Having implemented a race-neutral 
program to increase minority admissions, Texas may not 
supplement it with a race-conscious one.” Officials at the 
University of Texas stated, “The additional effort was 
needed to make sure that individual classrooms contained 
a ‘critical mass’ of minority students.”

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION CALLED  
INTO QUESTION
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To Our Readers...
A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Readers,
Welcome to the first issue of 

the Post Bottom Line for the Spring 
Semester! This issue’s theme is 
diversity. It is important to keep 
students educated and informed about 
this important topic, not just in our 
school community, but in our world 
today.

You will read about a recent 
case that the United States Supreme 
Court agreed to hear involving a white 

student who was denied admission by the University of Texas, allegedly 
based on race, how the world of fashion allows you to dress to be 
different than others, and the problems many couples face today. 

It is important to always give people a chance and to try to be 
accepting to everyone. No one in this world is perfect. You may not like 
your own hair color, height, weight, or even body.  Instead of worrying 
about all the qualities you want to change about yourself, accept them 
and be happy for who you are. Don’t ever think you have to change 
something about yourself or change for someone. That’s the best part 
of being different. If every person was the same, this world would be 
boring…and well, that doesn’t sound too fun. Don’t be so quick to judge 
someone right away. There are some extraordinary people in this world 
who need to be given a chance. In life, you may be surprised on how 
something turns out. Remember, you are all beautiful. 

Be sure to look for our next issue coming out in April. Until then, 
I hope everyone has a happy and safe spring break! So, start flipping 
through the pages and reading.

If you would like to add your own article, illustration, or 
photography in our next issue, email me at genna.apfel@my.liu.edu.

Sincerely,
Genna Apfel
Post Bottom Line Editor 

 Photo courtesy of http://media.victoriaadvocate.com

A FFIrMATIVe ACTION HAS LONG BeeN A HOT BUTTON ISSUe, BUT IS IT ABOUT TO Be DONe 
AWAY WITH? ON TUeSDAY, FeBrUArY 21ST , THe UNITeD STATeS SUPreMe COUrT AGreeD 
TO HeAr A CASe FrOM THe UNIVerSITY OF TexAS INVOLVING THe IDeA OF ADMISSIONS 

BASeD ON rACe. SHOULD THe COUrT OVerTUrN THe PrOCeSS OF AFFIrMATIVe ACTION, THe 
eFFeCTS WOULD Be WIDeSPreAD IN COLLeGeS ACrOSS THe COUNTrY. IF AFFIrMATIVe ACTION 
Were OVerTUrNeD, THeN THere WOULD Be FeWer MINOrITY STUDeNTS ON CAMPUSeS AND 
MOre WHITe AND ASIAN STUDeNTS.  AFrICAN AMerICAN AND HISPANIC STUDeNTS WOULD See A 
DeCLINe IN THeIr ACCePTANCeS.

mailto:genna.apfel@my.liu.edu
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It depends on who you 
ask. If you ask the members 
of the republican Party they 
will blame President Barack 
Obama. In an article published 
by the Washington Post this 
past Friday, February 23, 2012 
entitled Obama: Opponents 
are ‘rooting for bad news’ on 
gas prices, written by David 
Nakamura and Steven Mufson, 
republicans in congress said 
that if Obama would allow oil 
companies to drill in the USA 
with more ease then they would 
be able to drop the price. even 
some members of Congress who 
are in the Democratic Party are 
urging Obama to dip into the gas 
reserves the United States has in 
order to help stabilize the prices. 
But how long will that fix last if 
Obama goes that route?

But why are the gas prices 
skyrocketing in the first place? 
Iran has recently blockaded the 
areas in between Saudi Arabia, Iran, and the Arabian 
Sea, which is making it very difficult for oil to leave 
Middle eastern waters. This has been an ongoing 
issue since Iran has not only been more aggressive 
in the waters but is also working on creating nuclear 
technology that is making the rest of the world very 
nervous. President Obama has been very stern with 
Iranian heads of state and has told them that he will 
do what it takes to keep Iran from developing nuclear 
weapons. This tension makes it unlikely that Obama 
will be able to convince the Iranians to let oil ships 
pass through with more ease. 

 However, is dipping into the nation’s 
reserves really the answer to solving the gas price 
crisis. According to the article published by the 
Washington Post, the Strategic Petroleum reserve 
has approximately 276 barrels of crude oil that 
could be turned into usable gasoline if necessary. 

But dipping into these reserve pools could cause 
a problem since there is no end in sight to the gas 
issue. So if we dip into this reserve pool, it is only a 
temporary fix and will only deplete our reserve pool 
in the long run.

Perhaps the answer lies in South America. The 
United States receives a lot of its crude oil from 
South and Central American companies. Perhaps if 
we increase the amount of oil we receive from these 
countries it will relieve some of the stress from 
the oil issues in the Middle east. Maybe Obama 
should listen to his own party and allow American 
companies to drill more easily so that we can bring 
in more of our own oil.

The answer is not quite clear but there are a lot 
of options to consider. Hopefully, the President can 
find a solution before gas prices really skyrocket and 
become even more unaffordable than they are now. 

GAS pRICES SkyROCkET
daniel caccavale

A NYONe WHO DrIVeS HAS PrOBABLY reALIzeD THAT IS COSTING A LOT MOre MONeY TO FILL 
YOUr TANk LATeLY. GAS PrICeS Are ON THe rISe AND DON’T SeeM TO Be STOPPING ANYTIMe 
SOON. BUT THe BIG qUeSTION ON eVerYONe’S MIND IS WHY AND HOW DO We FIx IT?
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FASHION

I can’t call myself 
a girl who blamelessly 
follows some trends just 
because a magazine, such 
as “Vogue”, declares 
something “hot and trendy” 
or   “obsolete, vulgar and 
out of fashion.” It doesn’t 
mean that I don’t respect 
fashion (and mostly women 
oriented) magazines.  I 
do adore “Vogue”! But at 
the same time, I consider 
myself smart enough to 
differentiate between what 
is really trendy and what is 
presented like that with the  
goal of having  consumers   
buy it without thinking. 

So, I define something as actually fashionable 
through the following: Does it make your image really 
awesome, emphasizing your strongest points and the 
most prominent advantages of your figure, while 
hiding some disadvantages? When you try something 
on and look at yourself in the mirror, it’s quite easy to 
understand whether it’s really “yours” or not. 

But, anyway, I guess that there are some “golden 
rules” of fashion.  In one of my articles in the Pioneer 
this semester, I’ve already dwelled upon my attitude 
towards high heels; I can’t imagine my life without a 
pair (to tell the truth- not even one) of some adorable 
shoes with incredibly high heels. I surely wear them 
on any special occasion and even just for walking 
with my dog or going to the nearest grocery. 

Besides, I define (at least for myself) a couple 
more rules of “a perfect style” for  women.  First of 
all, you were born girls; it is so natural and sweet, so 
you should look “girlish ” in most situations. What do 
I mean by being “girlish”?  The main point is just not 
to be afraid of wearing dresses and skirts, blouses and 
high heels - not just pair of old jeans and Converses 
all the time! Be feminine; feel feminine yourself, and 
everybody will look at you in such way: as a trendy, 

perfect and ideal girl! And, I 
swear to you, dresses, skirts and 
heels are much more comfortable 
than they seem right at first. You 
can believe me because I have 
been completely addicted to 
dresses since childhood and to 
heels since I was 12 years old!

And, there is one more small 
addition before the conclusion. 
Of course, I am mostly concerned 
about women’s fashion, but I 
also have something to suggest 
for men. Last weekend, while 
we were in a nightclub, I met 
a friend of mine. He stood out 
from other boys because he wore 
a suit. Well, all boys looked quite 
nice in their usual casual outfits, 

which can be jeans and T-shirts, but he was surely 
better! He looked so special, impressive, trendy and 
masculine, all at the same time! I even told him that 
it should be a law that men should always wear suits 
for going out. Of course, it was some kind of joke, 
but, anyway, it’s something for men to think over. The 
importance of wearing suits for men is similar to  the 
importance of wearing dresses and heels for women, 
at least sometimes in their life; but in my personal 
opinion, the more often the better! 

To like fashion, to care for fashion and to be 
truly interested in fashion is what any person needs! 
We are all different; everyone has his or her own 
individuality. This is what makes fashion so diverse. 
And, that is what I really like about fashion: It is 
always able to highlight our diversity! You can dress 
any way you like and any way you want to point 
out the advantages of your figure at first, to create 
your special fabulous trendy image, second, and last 
but not least to emphasize your individuality and 
diversity of your personal character when compared 
to others. And, that is all with the help of fashion! 
So, let’s try to be in fashion and beatify this world 
with our unique styles! 

WHAT IS FASHION?
yana nadelyaeva
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T O BeGIN WITH, WHAT IS FASHION?  I DON’T THINk THe DeFINITION CAN Be exACT BeCAUSe 
eVerYONe HAS HIS Or Her OWN OPINION AND DeFINeS FASHION IN A PerSONAL WAY. AS FOr 
Me, I AM ABSOLUTeLY CrAzY ABOUT FASHION!  IT TrULY rePreSeNTS A SIGNIFICANT PArT OF 

MY LIFe. SO, WHAT IS FASHION FOr Me? 
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As a man who is attracted to men, why 
should there be such stringent limits on 
whom I can date based on their skin color? 
Personally, I’m more attracted to white 
men with blonde hair and blue eyes. Does 
that mean that when Taye Diggs comes 
knocking on my door that I regretfully 
decline his glistening ebony perfection? 
Not a chance! The LGBTq community 
is already so segregated as a people, why 
should we segregate ourselves even further 
by creating racial tension within our own 
community?

Some of the apprehension to dating 
outside one’s race starts at home. I 
remember coming out and being told that 
I was accepted a 110 percent as a gay man, 
but my family wasn’t sure how they would 
feel if I were to bring home a black man. 
Not that my family is at all racist, but 
having grown up in a different time, they 
are intimidated by change. The idea of 
interracial relationships is not something 
that they are confronted with often.

This apprehension is not solely found 
within the Caucasian Gay Community. 
There is pressure placed on individuals to 
keep them dating within their ethnicities. 
When someone breaks free of that pressure 
and does date someone of another race, 
others may feel abandoned and betrayed.

At the end of the day, what it comes 
down to is that we need to see each other, 
first and foremost, as human beings before 
we look at race, weight, height, or hair color. 
Race shouldn’t define whom we date. Emotional 
connections are most important when forming a 
relationship; all other factors should be secondary.

So I ask you: What color is love?

PHILIP DEGALTINI
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I NTerrACIAL reLATIONSHIPS Are SeeN AS TABOO IN JUST ABOUT ANY CULTUre. UNFOrTUNATeLY, 
THIS IS ALSO SeeN IN THe LGBTq COMMUNITY. WHeN IT COMeS TO DATING, A LOT OF GAY MeN 
HAVe CerTAIN, LeT’S CALL THeM, PreFereNCeS TO THe MeN THeY WILL SeND A reSPONSe 

TO ON THe DATING WeBSITe OF THeIr CHOICe. SOMe OF THeM GO AS FAr AS TO PLASTer THeIr 
PrOFILeS WITH WArNINGS. SOMe OF THeSe WArNINGS INCLUDe “NO BLACkS,” “NOT INTO ASIANS,” 
Or “ONLY LOOkING FOr WHITe.” OF COUrSe, eVerYONe HAS  HIS Or Her PerSONAL PreFereNCe 
WHeN IT COMeS TO WHOM THeY DATe, BUT IT DOeS BrING ABOUT THe qUeSTION: IF SOMeONe 
CHOOSeS TO VOICe HIS Or Her PreFereNCe ABOUT rACe, DOeS THAT MAke HIM Or Her A rACIST?

DISpUTE & DISCUSS DISpUTE & DISCUSS
alex parker

According to a February 16th, 
2012, article in the Huffington Post by 
Hope Yen, interracial marriages in the 
U.S. have reached 4.8 million or 1 in 12, 
a new record. A study from the American 
Community Survey showed that 8.4 
percent of all current U.S. marriages are 
mixed race, up from 3.2 percent in 1980. 
More than 15 percent of new marriages 
in 2010 were interracial; that is a pretty 
big number. 

Our generation is a generation of 
diversity. We are crossing racial and 
ethnic boundaries all the time. We are 
not focused on it anymore; we seem to 
care more about the actual person, who 
he or she is, as opposed to what he or 
she looks like. I’m not trying to say that 
race doesn’t still play a factor in some 
peoples lives; of course, it does. We are 
not perfect. However, it seems to play a 
much smaller role today than it did say 
50-60 years ago.

The Huffington Post article also 
said that, “Minorities, young adults, 
the higher educated and those living in 
Western or Northeast states were more 
like to say mixed marriages are a change 
for the better for society. The figure 
was 61 percent for 18-29 year olds, for 
instance, compared to 28 percent for 
those 65 and older.”

Prior to a 1967 Supreme Court 
decision, interracial marriage in the U.S. 
was essentially illegal. Imagine that: 
being told it is illegal to marry the person 
you love. Today, that would never fly. 
Younger generations are significantly 
more tolerant of race and ethnicity; we embrace it.

People seem to be more proud of their heritages 
than ever before. Being different, a different skin 
color, a different religion, or a different ethnic 
background is something that young people are 

applauding. We seem to love being different, and we 
should. People should celebrate their diversity. If a 
black man and a white woman, or a Spanish woman 
and a black man, or any other racial combination, 
want to be together, so be it.

INTERRACIAL RELATIONSHIpS:                                 BOTH SIDES OF THE STORy 
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I T’S NOT UNCOMMON TO See A BLACk MAN AND A WHITe WOMAN Or A WHITe MAN AND AN ASIAN 
WOMAN WALkING TOGeTHer, HOLDING HANDS, DOWN THe STreeT ANYMOre. INTerrACIAL 
COUPLeS Are BeCOMING MOre COMMON THeN THeY HAVe eVer BeeN. PeOPLe AND SOCIeTY, 

AS A WHOLe, SeeM TO Be MOre ACCePTING OF IT.
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SEND OFF

EvEry grEat drEam  
bEgins with a drEamEr.

always  
remember, 

you have 
within you 

the strength, 
the patience, 

and the  
passion to 
reach for 

the stars to 
change the 

world.

~harriEt tubman


