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To Our Readers...
A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Readers, 

Half of fall semester has already flown 
by. The middle of the semester for many 
students can be a time when productivity 
and innovation start to decrease—all while 
your papers and projects begin piling up. 
Make sure to use some AWESOME time 
management skills to finish up strong.

It’s important during the middle of the 
semester to always reward yourself for the 
hard work you’ve put forth. Whether that 
is completing and huge paper or passing 
an exam, it’s imperative that you reward 
yourself! 

Anyways, the bottom line is that I 
hope you all push through the rest of the 
semester. I wish you luck on all your mid-
terms! Enjoy the second issue of the Bottom 
Line !

Here is some motivation for the 
month from our very own, MARY LAI:

“If you work hard and put your mind and soul into everything you do, 
you will be successful.”

 
     Sincerely, 
          Christina “Chrissy” Morgera
        Editor-in-Chief
          The Bottom Line
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If you are interested in 
contributing to our 

magazine please email:

Christina.Morgera@my.liu.edu 



Too Old to 
BY: TINA KASIN

T rick-or-treat; is it only for young kids or for every 
age? Are laws necessary? Why can’t older kids or 

even college students follow a simple tradition like this? 

In 2008, Mark Eckert, Mayor of Belleville, Illinois 
attempted to ban trick-or-treating for pre-teens. And as of 
now, eighth grade is the oldest to go knock on doors on 
Halloween. 

“When I was a kid my father said to me, you’re too 
damn big to be going out trick-or-treating. When that 
doesn’t happen, then that’s reason for the city government 
to intervene.” –Mark Eckert

The town clerk in Boonsboro, Maryland has allotted a 
day solely for trick-or-treating. The popular Halloween 
tradition is limited to those younger than thirteen years of 
age. Parents are also asked to accompany their children 
during that time.

Several parenting blogs address this age related issue. 
On www.mamiverse.com, Tracy López wrote a list, “Your 
Child May Be Too Old To Go Trick-Or-Treating If…,” 
that serves as outline for parents as to when children are 
too old to trick-or-treat. According to Lopez, if parents 
allow their older children to engage in the titled activity, 
they put others in uncomfortable situations. 

1. Your child is tall enough to find and reach—without 
the help of a step ladder—the candy you bought for trick-
or-treaters and hid in an upper kitchen cabinet

2. You would feel comfortable letting your child trick-
or-treat without a parent present, because you know she 
and her friends could fend for themselves.

3. Your child isn’t the least bit scared of the house in 
your neighborhood, which is known for trying to frighten 
trick-or-treaters.

4. Your son’s baritone voice startles your neighbor when 
he says, “trick-or-treat”.

5. Your child would rather watch Friday the 13th than 
It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown.

6. Your child asks you to stock up on eggs and toilet 
paper the week before Halloween.

7. Your child can safely carve a jack-o-lantern without 
any supervision or assistance.

8. Your child can legally drive him/herself to the store 
to buy a Halloween costume.

9. Your daughter gets creepy looks from older men 
when she dresses like a nurse, cheerleader or French maid.

10. Your son decides to dress as a character with a mus-
tache and you don’t need to draw one on his face, because 
he can grow his own.

Although, Lopez’s tone within the list was not serious, 
her points were valid. It basically states that once one hits 
high school age, one is too old for these kinds of traditions. 

What do you think? Sophomore Oda Aukland be-
lieves…

 “There should be an age limit. A law isn’t necessary, 
just common sense. It seems kind of creepy if a bunch 
of college kids were to knock on doors begging for free 
candy; unless they’re walking with a kid, younger siblings 
or something.” 

With this in mind, we can conclude that the trick-or-
treating days are long gone for us college kids and we are 
better off celebrating Halloween at our own events.
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hecklist
BY: JAZLYN BELTRE

 As the Presidential candidates scurry 
the country to encourage voters, voters are also faced 
with a decision, who will we vote for on November 
6? With student debt up to 1 trillion dollars, we must 
choose our candidates according to who can secure 
jobs, help with funding for higher education, and so 
much more. 

On Politico.com, Erika Lovley, Rock the Vote Execu-
tive Director, wrote in her article, “Young Voters 
Sitting Out This Election?,” that “they [young voters] 
need to get registered, get educated and show up at 
the polls prepared to vote.” And this is how we’re go-
ing to do it.

1. Be informed.
 No matter what your political preference is, whether 
you’re Democratic, Republican or a part of the Green 
party, you should be informed. Think about what 
matters most to you in this country. It could be health-
care, jobs, unemployment, college funding, foreign 
policy or whichever issues are most important to you. 
Then, research where each candidate stands on those 
policies. We might think Google is our best friend, 
but, remember it is an aggregator. Not everything that 
shows up online could come from a credible source. 
The best place to start is the presidential candidates’ 
websites, BarackObama.com and MittRomney.com, 
to view where each candidate stands on issues. After-
ward, you should check on credible, and not infa-
mously biased, news sites to see what some writers 
report. BBC and The New York Times are dependable 
diving boards to continue your research, since they 
are known for their honesty when it comes to both 
parties. 

2. Know where to vote. 
This is a very important step that you should not leave 
for Election Day. You can find out where you are 
registered to vote, and when, by visiting voterlookup.
elections.state.ny.us. After you fill out your name, 
birthday, zip code, and county, it will show you if you 
are registered, and what information you submitted 
when you did. With your registration information, 

you can search for your poll site. This is the location 
where members of your community will vote. You 
can locate your poll site at Vote411.org/enter-your-
address.

3. Know what you will need to vote.
Although we should carry some sort of identification 
with us at all times, it is imperative on Election Day, 
especially for you first time voters. Only first-time 
New York voters, who register by mail and whose 
driver’s license or the last four digits of their Social Se-
curity number was not verified by the state, will need 
to provide an ID before voting at the polls, according 
to BrennanCenter.org, a New York University School 
of Law website. While some states are requiring state 
photo ID’s from all voters, New York is not one of 
them 

4. Know how to vote.
For the first time in a presidential election, a new vot-
ing system will be implemented nationwide. Accord-
ing to VoteTheNewWayNY.com, a website certified by 
the Board of Elections, paper ballots will now replace 
the old lever voting machine. For some students, the 
new system would be familiar, since the paper ballots 
are similar to scantrons. After you receive your ballot, 
you will mark it by filling in the circle with a pen. Be 
careful not to mark an X or a check or your ballot will 
not be read by the scanner. For those that may need 
assistance in marking their ballot, the Ballot Marking 
Device (BMD) is equipped with two ways for voters to 
access the BMD, by viewing it on the screen or listen-
ing to it. There is a touch screen, sip and puff device, 
key pad; also in braille, and a rocker paddle device. 
After placing your ballot into the new machine, make 
sure the screen confirms that your ballot has been 
read. If you’ve made a mistake, then the scanner will 
ask if you would like to leave your ballot “as is,” if 
chosen, your vote will not be submitted, therefore not 
counted. 

5. Pass this on.
Tell your friends and family about the new system and 
the steps they should take in order to make an edu-
cated and timely decision. Voting is a virtue, let’s take 
advantage of it. Vote 2012!

C for students before the Election:
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Political 
Cheat  Sheet

With Election Day right around the corner, many of us find that we are still undecided. 
Use the Political Cheat Sheet to see where each candidate stands on important issues. 

Party: Republican 
Symbol: Elephant 

Political Experience: 
- Former Governor of Massachusetts, from 2003 

to 2007

Stance on Healthcare:
Healthcare reform in Massachusetts. Mandated 

that all Massachusetts residents buy or obtain 
health insurance or be subject to fine.

Biggest Media Controversy: 
The “47 percent” comment.

Unemployment Position: 
“Signing agreements with South Korea, Co-

lombia, and Panama that, according to Obama 
administration estimates, will increase exports 

by over $11 billion and support over 70,000 
American jobs.”-Fox News

College Students:
“Doubling investment in scholarships and fi-

nancial aid ensuring students from working and 
middle-class’ families access to complete the 
college education to obtain jobs.”- Fox News

Party: Democrat 
Symbol: Donkey 

Political Experience: 
- President of the United States, elected in 2008

Stance on Healthcare:
Health care reform, also known as “Obamacare.” 
Aims to provide affordable health insurance for 
the nation.

Biggest Media Controversy: 
“You didn’t build that” comment. 

Unemployment position:
“Lower Tax rates, drastic spending cuts that would 
lead to 12 million new jobs within first four years 
in office.”- Yahoo Finance

College Students:
“Create higher standards, scholarships for the best 
kids, and English immersion.”- Fox News

BY: DORIANNA VALERIO
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 ne man or woman, one vote; 
this has been the mantra of our 
wonderful, wonderful democracy 
since its inception; well, since the 

passage of various amendments in the not-so-
distant past. All of us should know (unless you 
were living under a boulder for the past year), 
the Presidential election, as well as many other 
important Congressional and Senatorial elec-
tions are right around the corner; November 
6th, 2012. Historically, young adults (I use this 
term loosely) tend to be “forcefully” aware of 
the events at hand, but our daily lives usually 
take precedence over the events on the national 
scene. Like you, my focus is clouded by rela-
tionships, BFF Jill, my bro Dylan, the hot chick 
in Hillwood Commons, and school during this 
proverbial rat race known as the fall semester.  
So, how could we even begin to evaluate the 
plethora of candidates and what their particular 
platforms mean for our futures? 

 Well, in case you were not aware; the 
policy platforms of these various individuals are 
VERY real. They definitely have implications 
that affect our current and future lives. Most of 
us are aware of common issues such as taxation, 
the remaining war in Afghanistan, and possibly 
the national deficit. The question is “where do 
you stand on these issues?” Of course, one of the 
more important political hot-bed issues that relate 
to each of us at this exact moment is that of the 
economy, aka, employment. To be completely 
honest with you, there is no cookie-cutter method 
that simply creates jobs out of the air. There are a 
surplus of events, policies, and processes that oc-
cur in order to create “one” job. Also, globaliza-

tion, the actions of other G20 (group of 20 major 
economies) countries, and a number of other ran-
dom events play a role in whether our economy 
improves or falters. 

 The ‘bottom line’ is this: Regardless of 
what party you favor or candidate you decide to 
vote for, you play a unique role in determining 
the direction of the nation. Be empowered! If you 
decide that politics isn’t your thing, or your Xbox 
360 play-date is more important than dedicating 
15 minutes of your life to voting, then you have 
ZERO room to complain if or when the current 
state of affairs is not working in your favor. Be 
smart. Be active. Use your rights as a citizen; 
VOTE.

The Power of the            
ALMIGHTY BALLOT

By: Gary Williams

O
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The True Fashion Icons
First Ladies



 

ith political drama recently enter-
ing a whole new level of intensity, 
there’s got to be a way to lighten 
the mood. Election Day is merely a 
few days away, so whether we like 
it or not, we are surrounded with 

political talk. Aside from domestic policies and health 
insurance, I have another topic on my mind. First Ladies 
and their fashion. Ever since the beginning of time, the 
First Lady has always been an icon of elegant fashion; 
sporting a style that ordinary women admire and try to 
attain.
 Whether we look at one of my personal favor-
ites, Jackie Kennedy, or our current first lady, Michelle 
Obama, class, simplicity and a respective personal touch 
can be seen among their attire. Each First Lady has had 
her own way of expressing power and femininity to the 
American people through fashion. 

 Of course, when we think about the individual 
we want running our country, there are certain words that 
come straight to mind. Intelligence, integrity, courage, 
public speaking and diplomatic abilities, are just a few. 
However, what do we expect of the First Lady? Surely, 
her role is to always be the number one supporter of the 
President, but more than that she is a guide to how citi-
zens will view the First Family. Democrat or Republican, 
most can agree that Mrs. Obama has done a marvelous 
job keeping her family organized and stylish throughout 
their stay at the White House. 

The First Ladies of 
America have learned 
throughout time that 
it is not so much what 
you wear, but how what 
you wear photographs.       

This is an important lesson to comprehend. During the 
second presidential debate, held on October 16 this year, 
Mrs. Obama and Mrs. Romney both entertained very sim-
ilar hot pink dresses. It has not been confirmed whether 

this garment choice was planned, perhaps for National 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, but it has drawn at-
tention to a number of style experts that couldn’t wait to 
begin analytical “who wore it best” competitions. Mrs. 
Obama wore a simple hot pink dress with a matching 
jacket and classic pearls. On the other hand, Mrs. Rom-
ney also wore a hot pink dress, but with a double stranded 
green necklace, finishing the look off with a peculiarly...

W

continued on page 10...

By: Olivia Wicik 



...matched red and tan shawl. The winner was 
very clearly Mrs. Obama. Perhaps Mrs. Romney 
would have better luck trying her unique outfit 
choice at a less important function, when she 
already has  formed her fashion credibility. In this 
scenario Mrs. Obama’s outfit made her look more 
professional, and more importantly, photographed 
better. 

Full skirt dresses and cropped jackets, along with 
a beautiful necklace and conservative heels are all 
First Lady must haves. However, what truly dis-
tinguishes the First Lady is her touch of personal-
ity. Throughout history, First Ladies have dressed 

to express and define their husband’s presidential 
spectrum. Whether it was Nancy Reagan, always 
classy, always conservative, and usually in red, 
to support her Republican husband. Or, if it was 
Jackie Kennedy, in modern and youthful pieces, 
to bring attention to President Kennedy’s modern 
political views.
 
 First Ladies bring many American women 
solace and hope; they bring consistency but yet 
surprise. Although we don’t know what the Presi-
dent will deliver during his term , we can be sure 
that we will be exposed to an array of interesting 
fashion pieces, due to our First Lady. Although 
the First Family is often looked at as wealthy and 
elite, it is fun and usually not too hard to try to 
find similar pieces to what the First Lady has on. 

Who do you think would be a better fashion icon 
for America, Michelle Obama or Ann Romney? 
Email us your thoughts to cwpstpnr@gmail.com! 

continued from page 9...

   Bold colors such as red 
along with classic pearls 
are two elements that never 
seem to go out of style. 
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 As voters, we must remember that hot-button social issues are not the only things that matter, though they re-
ceive the majority of media coverage. Debt reduction should be one of the most researched and understood topics at the 
forefront of everyone’s mind when comparing the two candidates for President.  Regardless of which candidate wins the 
election, even the college student. will have to pay back our debt as a country.  America’s debt affects every aspect of an 
individual’s life and some may not see it now because of the protective bubble that is college, but it is happening.  When 
we graduate and want to get a career or to buy a house, the realization of the impact of our massive debt will come 
crashing down on us.  

 Folks, the real world can be a scary place, especially in difficult economic times, so arm yourselves with knowl-
edge. When November 6th comes around, step up to the choice because if you blow off this election you are also blow-
ing off your future.

 The candidates’ budget and corresponding descriptions have been taken directly from http://www.mittromney.
com/issues/spending and http://secure.assets.bostatic.com/resources/Deficit_Info_v4.png respectively. Be informed, 
readers!

MITT ROMNEY’S PLAN:

$100 Billion – Empower states to innovate
$95 Billion – Repeal Obamacare

$60 Billion – Reduce waste and fraud
$47 Billion – Align federal employee compensation with the private sector

$11 Billion – Repeal the Davis-Bacon Act
$4 Billion – Reduce the federal workforce by 10% via attrition

$1.6 Billion – Privatize Amtrak
$600 Million – Reduce subsidies for the National Endowments for the Arts and Human-

ities, The Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the Legal Services Corporation
$300 Million – Eliminate Title X Family Planning funding

$100 Million – Reduce foreign aid

BARACK OBAMA’S PLAN:

$1,910 Billion – Closing corporate loopholes and tax increases on high income earners
$1,780 Billion – Spending cuts already enacted

$850 Billion – Savings from ending the Iraq and Afghanistan wars
$800 Billion – Debt service

$590 Billion – Health and other mandatory initiatives
$70 Billion – Other

Obama vs. Romney:
BY: EMILY COX

Def ic i t  Reduct ion?
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Post
Classic Pictures of LIU Post
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HOMECOMING’S
 THROWBACKS! Kickline at Homecoming, 1984

Cheerleaders driving into Homecoming, 1991



Histor y
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  from our Student Newspaper Archive

Delta Delta Sorority, Homecoming 1991

LIU Post Marching Band, (1960’s)

During Homecoming Week at LIU Post in the past, we had hot air bal-loon rides on The Great Lawn.



 “Y.O.L.O.!” You only live 
once, right? True, but this does not 
give anyone the excuse to behave 
like a buffoon. This recent hip-hop 
term-gone-mainstream has encap-
sulated today’s youth, and even 
some adults; my-oh-my, what has 
happened to us? I’m not suggesting 
that people should not enjoy their 
lives, but the objective is to pro-
long it, and socially or personally 
develop during it, not catapult into 
an untimely demise because some-
one said it on a song. “I have never 
taken drugs in my life, but I am go-
ing to take this X-pill; Y.O.L.O.!” 
I know that if I drink and drive I 
have a high likelihood of either 
receiving a DWI or possibly seri-
ous bodily harm; hell, maybe even 
death. “Y.O.L.O.!” Okay, these are 
a few drastic examples, but you 
catch my drift.
 Now that I have your at-
tention, my true reason for writing 
this article is to use the context of 
the acronym above to make a point; 
THE (HUMANITY) GAME IS 
JACKED!! Instead of using dramatic statistics from the 
U.S. Census or some other data source; I am simply going 
to hit close to home, LIU Post. I’ve heard a million and 
one complaints from students and personnel alike about 
the atrocities that occur on this campus and the current 
culture that exists. Here are two brief examples of Post’s 
cultural atrocities that may shed light on the campus’ pres-
ent atmosphere.
 First, our culture of self-idolization, material-
ism, apathy, and the lack of basic communication skills is 
the number one killer of any and every potential positive 
relationship on this campus. Our obsession with being the 
“flyest”, the coolest, number running (dealing with the 
most males or females), monk-like swag, and text mes-
saging should explain it all, but it doesn’t. We, as people, 
spend our very finite resources in order to create a false 
sense of self-worth, and attract the attention of others 
(flyness!). This is where we fall terribly short, because in 
more cases than not, we don’t have an idea of who we are 
(self-actualization). 
 Second, I didn’t know that a requirement to en-
gage a person on this campus was to be a douche; what is 
up with that? 

Okay, I am not saying everyone does this, but we all know 
quite a few people who get by on this approach, and have 
many willing participants; both male and female. In all 
my years on this planet, I have yet to meet a female who 
likes me because I am a nice person. I still have not found 
the secret formula that will give me the answer, but I will 
assure you that I am still looking. If you know something; 
anything; let me know.
 To wrap it up, we are all well-aware of some of 
the relational issues that exist on this campus: clique cul-
ture (students, academic departments, and administration), 
bed-hopping, friend-swapping, etc. etc. etc.; the question 
is, “What are YOU going to do about it?” However this 
article affects you, the point was to highlight a couple of 
the shortfalls that exist within our campus community. 
You only live once right? Correct, but let us hope that dur-
ing this one life, you will have the courage to be yourself, 
and break the old, brittle mold that has continued to bind 
each of us for far too long. “YOLO!”

“ Y. O . L . O . ! ”
( Yo u  O n l y  L i v e  O n c e )

BY: GARY WILLIAMS
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Aquarius (January 20- February 18)
How many times, when you were younger, did you struggle 
to memorize something to be recited at school the next day 
only to discover that, upon waking the next morning, you 
were able to recite whatever-it-was, word for word? Our 
minds and subconscious need us to be a bit more trusting 
of them sometimes. This month, if you’re willing to let an 
answer or solution come to you through distancing yourself 
in some way from and cease thinking constantly about it, 
then it will.

Pisces  (February 19- March 20)
If you’ve felt demands on your time have been an issue 
recently, then you’ll be pleased to hear events this week 
will help you to look forward to relaxing once again. A 
curious link exists with people connected with far away 
or possibly a need to travel and you could be expected to 
drop everything at a moment’s notice to head for a far-off 
destination. In any case, you’re finally about to experience 
closure in an area where there has been much uncer-
tainty.

Aries (March 21- April 19)
With each new day, we’re presented with opportunities. We 
spot some of them some of the time but invariably fail to 
spot all of them. That doesn’t make us insensitive or ‘out of 
touch’. The really good news is, some opportunities refuse 
to be ignored and if we miss them the first time, they often 
make a point of returning in the hope that we notice them 
a second time. This month brings an opportunity to do 
precisely that – seize at least one opportunity you thought 
had disappeared!

Taurus (April 20- May 20)
Human beings are, and always will be, complex creatures. 
We posses varying levels of ability in terms of masking our 
thoughts, feelings or emotions. We say one thing when we 
mean another. We refrain from speaking our minds through 
fear of hurting or upsetting others. This month brings an 
opportunity for you and a certain person to reach a much-
needed agreement. An important discussion has been put 
off long enough. Real, tangible and long-term progress can 
be made.

Gemini (May 21- June 20)
Prepare for a week that could be heavy-going where the 
need to negotiate with a few people is concerned. You 
know what you want, deserve and are entitled to and whilst 
these factors aren’t necessarily being ignored completely 
by certain individuals, it does appear they have their own 
ideas and agendas about how arrangements between you 
should be. Regardless of outcomes, you will soon experi-
ence freedom you have wanted for a very long time.

Cancer (June 21- July 23)
Getting to the bottom of a mystery may not be as pleasant 
fIf you were granted superhero qualities, what would you 
ask for? Invisibility? An ability to fly, perhaps? Superhu-
man strength? The first two options aren’t really feasible 
but strength is something you are now being granted. It 
might not be of the superhuman variety but you will soon 
be aware of control you have over something you have felt 
powerless to change. You can make a big change happen 
if you use power and influence available to you wisely and 
sincerely.

Leo (July 24- August 22)
Around the middle of this month, there will be a solar 
eclipse. For a brief period, your ruling planet the Sun will 
be overshadowed by the Moon. This is the best news you 
could hope for where a particular situation in your world 
that has become predictable and unpleasant is concerned. 
Lately, you have felt a constant need to prime yourself for 
confrontation and conflict. Prepare, this month, to discover 
new levels of freedom and relief you’ve not felt in some 
time.

Virgo (August 23- September 22)
A sense of peace about your personal finances boosts your 
overall mood, dear Virgo. Spending on frivolous items may 
be a lure, and you may need to tame this desire some-
what, but you might also decide that you deserve some 
pampering! November is a busy month for you, with plenty 
of phone calls, emails, appointments, and errands to keep 
you on your toes. However, it’s all too easy for you to be 
misunderstood during Mercury’s retrograde from the 6-26. 
Mechanical break-downs, misinformation, dealing with 
red tape, and other such annoyances, may be part of the 
picture now.

Libra (September 23- October 22)
Sometimes, knowing when to stop is as important as em-
barking upon completing the task itself. When we become 
focused on getting a result, we sometimes fail to recognize 
when it might be appropriate to stop and take stock of what 
effort invested already might bring. As tempted as you 
might be this month to keep giving time and effort toward 
a particular cause, consider that you might have done 
already enough to produce a pleasing, delightful and well-
deserved result.

Scorpio (October 23- November 21)
If you look through a window, today doesn’t look much dif-
ferent than any other day you’ve seen before. We’re able 
to accurately predict what time we will do X or at what time 
we can expect Y to happen. Yet, despite how predictable 
everything may appear on some levels, there is much hap-
pening behind certain scenes that could alter aspects of 
your life in ways you cannot imagine. This month, expect 
glimpses into how radically your life is improving and will 
continue to improve.

Sagittarius (November 22- December 21)
Deep, meaningful and long-lasting relationships rely not 
only on mutual understanding of each others’ needs but an-
ticipation of those needs before they present themselves! 
We all know how lovely it can be when someone close has 
thought a step or two ahead and prepared in some way 
to assist us when we need help. This month, if you want 
to strengthen a particular relationship, be ‘live’ to what 
someone truly needs and also be willing to provide it before 
being asked to do so!

Capricorn (December 22- January 19)
‘I’m always fascinated by the way memory diffuses fact’. 
So said Capricorn ABC World News anchorwoman, Diana 
Sawyer. Memories of past events often influence future 
outcomes, it’s true. All too often, we expect certain results 
based on what we experienced previously. As November 
progresses, you’re likely to find, much to your liking, that 
what happened previously is not reflective of what can hap-
pen now. Prepare to be relieved, reassured and delighted.

MONTHLY HOROSCOPES
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TOP #LIUPOST
I N S T A G R A M S

OF THE MONTH

Hashtag “LIUPOST” on Instagram when instagraming around 
campus and you might be apart of The Bottom Line’s 

“Top 3 #LIUPOST Instagrams of the month” 
in next issue !
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