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   Dear Readers,
 
 HAPPY “NO-VEM-BEARD” !!!! 
How is everyone hanging in there? The 
half way point has passed and we are on 
the road to finals. Try your best, that’s all 
anyone can ever ask of you. As Abraham 
Lincoln once said, “Whatever you are, be 
a good one!” 
 Anyways, this issue is filled with an 
interesting group of stories, that I hope 
you all enjoy. I have BIG plans for this stu-
dent publication for next semester. I will 
be graduating in May and my goal before 
I leave this school is to have this magazine 
become a well known publication, by ALL 
students. Starting 2014, I am aimming for 
real magazine paper, full colored issues, 
a bigger staff, and even a new logo! Aim 
high my friends ! 

 Last issue, I had a large amount of feedback; This month, please send me 
over some feedback, as well as additional feedback on my GOALS for The Post 
Bottom Line! 

Yours Truly,
Christina Morgera “Chrissy Mo”   ‘14

Editor-in-Chief
The Bottom Line 

ONLINE EDITOR: 
Paul Kalis

CHECK US OUT ONLINE ! 
www.liupostbottomline.com

If you are interested in contributing to 
our magazine / any addition comments, 

questions, etc- please email: 

PstBttmLn@gmail.com

Jaclyn Gangi

Michael Otero

Mimmi Montgomery

Kristy Oconnell 

Sofie Hoff
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idely popular hip hop/rap artist Aubrey 
Graham aka Drake released his newest 
album “Nothing was the Same” on Sept. 

24th. His album, which debuted at number 1 on the 
billboards, has been widely criticized by many music 
listeners though. People wanting to hear a more clas-
sic Drake in his young days where he was more of 
a rapper instead of an R&B/hip hop artist felt disap-
pointed with his album. Some of the more popular 
songs on the album are Tuscan Leather, Started from 
the Bottom, Wu-Tang Forever, Worst Behavior, Hold 
on We’re Going Home, and All Me. Those songs can 
have different headers for the type of music genre they 
belong to, but that’s for his fans to decide.
 According to a recent interview that Drake 
did, “I’m just being me, and part of being me is be-
ing in touch with emotion. That’s all I write about. If 
I didn’t write about my emotions, I don’t know what 
else I would write about. I’d make songs about ge-
neric things that nobody could relate to and I probably 
wouldn’t be in this position that I’m in right now,” 
said Drake. “I’m emotional, yeah, I guess. Let that be 
the worst thing in my life, please, not something like 
drug charges and God knows what else. I don’t get 
myself in trouble, so if the negative feedback that I 
do get is the worst thing that’s going to happen to me, 
then so be it,” he said in a slightly defiant tone. 
 Drizzy can just roll off the haters who call him 
“emotional” because to him, that the basis of all his 
music. There is no Drake; there are no albums, if not 
for his emotions. As a fan of Drake, I could really care 
less about his emotions as long as he keeps coming out 
with hits like he has been doing his whole career. 
 Personally, I think Drake is far from soft on his 
new album. He does have a nice mix of different kinds 
of music that blend together to form the artist he is. He 
is not just a rapper. He is also a hip hop artist and an 

R&B artist as well. People calling Drake “emotional” 
and what not is sort of stating the obvious. Drake is 
a music artist and his songs and music in general is 
mostly based on emotions. Music has to have some 
sort of emotion and I think that Drake epitomizes that.  
 When asked about Drake, there have been 
mixed responses surrounding the critically acclaimed 
vocal artist. Freshman Biology major Aaron Mann 
said, “He just got soft on this new album. Compared 
to what he was on his last album, this is a step back 
I think.” Similarly, freshman undecided major Felipe 
Lourido said, “Yea I’m not the biggest fan of his new 
music. I like his beats on his new album, but not so 
much the songs and lyrics.” 
 I tend to disagree with that. The album has a 
lot of different types of music on it. For those people 
who were anticipating a hard core rap album, well 
then you may have been disappointed. There is still 
some classic Drake with some nice rap influence on it, 
and there are his more slow paced songs that are still 
quite popular. “Drake is good, don’t get me wrong, 
I like the new album,” said freshman business major 
Nicholas Masso, “I’m just more into classic rock, and 
rock in general. What I do think is hilarious though, 
are the fake Drake twitter accounts.” The accounts be-
ing referred to, mock the artist Drake for being “soft.” 
There are about 5-10 accounts and each has over 
100,000 followers, so obviously, his newest album has 
some mixed reviews. 
 Freshman physical education major Alec 
Abramowitz said, “I like the new album and I like the 
fact that Drake is sort of transforming himself into a 
more emotional artist. He’s all about singing with his 
emotions and that’s what makes him real.” Music and 
the writing of music are personal for Drizzy. He says 
that it’s essential for him to write music. I say, let’s 
just sit back and let it be music to our ears. 

W
By: Michael Otero

part of being me is 
being in touch with 

my emo t i o n .

drake gone emo.

”“
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BIGFOOT making
BIG MOVES

 The creature commonly known as Bigfoot—
and even Sasquatch or Yeti—has been a topic of dis-
cussion for years. This large, ape-like animal is one of 
the world’s most unexplained “monster” phenomena; 
along with creatures such as mermaids, the Loch Ness 
monster, and vampires. People seem to be drawn to 
things they cannot understand or things that remain a 
mystery, and Bigfoot has been under the spotlight.
 There are thousands of reports world-wide each year 
of sightings of Bigfoot, and people have taken pictures 
and videos of a large, seemingly hairy creature. Most of 
the time, the things produced as evidence are blurry or 
far away, so not everyone is convinced of Bigfoot’s ex-
istence. There have been films and TV shows dedicated 
to the search for Bigfoot, which has become a life-long 
passion for some people. A popular show has aired on 
Animal Planet, called “Finding Bigfoot.” Though some 
write off Bigfoot as another mythological creature that 
has been built up throughout the years, there has been 
evidence that perhaps Bigfoot is realer than anyone 
could have imagined. 
 Recently, scientists may have uncovered this 
elusive creature. A British geneticist, Professor Bryan 
Sykes, has collected DNA believed to come from 
Bigfoot. However, the answer was not what Bigfoot-en-
thusiasts wanted to hear. Research now shows that the 
hair found, thought to be Yeti hair, is actually from a 
sub-species of bear, most likely a brown bear and polar 
bear hybrid. Sykes used complex DNA tests, and the 
“Bigfoot hair” matched 100 percent with a polar bear 
jawbone dating back around 40,000 years. So, the new 
speculation is that a hybridization between an ancestor 
of the polar bear and a common brown bear is what 
could be producing the infamously large footprints 
left behind by the Yeti, or the unidentifiable hairs have 
been found as possible evidence. 

 Does this completely ruin all the research and 
photographs of Bigfoot, simply compartmentalizing it 
back into a tall-tale? Perhaps, but perhaps not. The vid-
eos captured or any clues about this creature—monster 
or not—are leading scientists and animal-enthusiasts 
alike to a potential new, mysterious animal. Maybe 
Bigfoot isn’t an ape-like creature at all, but rather a 
different species of bear, which happens to always be 
caught photographed while standing on its two hind 
legs. Or maybe it primarily walks on its hind legs; it’s 
still a foggy topic. 
Some Bigfoot researchers may be disappointed by this 
find, since throughout the years this “myth” has been 
puffed up so much. Many people have come forward 
with supposed Bigfoot experiences, stating they saw 
a “large, dark shadow” in the distance, and most were 
terrified, but understandably so. As I said earlier, 
people are interested in what they can’t fully explain, 
but I think it also scares them, too. A bear of consider-
able size, in the dark, could look frightening from the 
distance, especially if it isn’t a common type of bear. 
 A junior Broadcasting major, Lauren Thomas, 
said, “Bigfoot is just something that you’ve always 
heard about…like, growing up it’s the Tooth Fairy, 
Santa Claus, and Bigfoot. You don’t really pay it much 
mind ‘cause it’s lumped in with things that aren’t real.” 
 So, is the story of Bigfoot completely figured 
out? Not even close. There are many more pieces to 
investigate, and with the high-technology of science 
these days research should start to become easier and 
easier. 
 The scientist, Bryan Sykes, has a documentary 
coming out soon about this topic. The special, “Big-
foot: Revealed” will premiere on the National Geo-
graphic Channel on Sunday, November 17 at 8 p.m. 

By: Jaclyn Gangi

Bigfoot exists, and 
we’ve got his DNA: 
researchers say!Ph
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“who am i to judge?”

 Ever since the beginning 
of his papacy in March 2013, Pope 
Francis has been making a differ-
ence within the Catholic Church. 
He has followed his predecessor 
Pope Benedict XVI with Tweeting. 
He has even been seen taking “self-
ies” pictures with young Catholics. 
So what exactly is his deal? Is he 
trying to modernize the Catholic 
Church? Or is he trying to simply 
draw out the positive aspects of Ca-
tholicism? The answers that people 
are seeking are not exactly found 
in just his actions, but in his words 
as well. An answer that people are 
finding to be the most controversial 
is Pope Francis’ statement about gay 
marriage with part of the answer 
saying, “I am no one to judge.” 
  In an August 2013 inter-
view, Pope Francis told America the 
National Catholic Review Magazine 
editor and chief Antonio Spadaro, 
S.J., that, “I used to receive letters 
from homosexual persons who are 
‘socially wounded’ because they tell 
me that they feel like the church has 
always condemned them. But the 
church does not want to do this.” 
Pope Francis also said, “If a homo-
sexual person is of good will and 
is in search of God, I am no one 
to judge.” Basically, Pope Francis 
is hoping for people to focus more 
on their faith and understand they 
can always be accepted as a child of 
God.

 This belief brings upon a 
major change in history, being that 
the Pope is channeling his energy 
primarily on the positives of the 
modern world. With a change in 
history, there is always controversy. 
It is not just the issue of Pope Fran-
cis’ words of gays that people are 
wondering about. Church officials 
and other different types of people 
have given him grief because he 
was barely talking about the issues 
on abortion, contraception, and gay 
marriage. According to Aletia.org, 
Pope Francis says, “We have to find 
a new balance; otherwise even the 
moral edifice of the church is likely 
to fall like a house of cards, losing 
the freshness and fragrance of the 
Gospel. The proposal of the Gospel 
must be more simple, profound, 
radiant. It is from this proposition 
that the moral consequences then 
flow... A beautiful homily, a genuine 
sermon must begin with the first 
proclamation, with the proclama-
tion of salvation. There is nothing 
more solid, deep and sure than this 
proclamation.”
As a Roman Catholic, I believe 
Pope Francis’ mission to help all is 
important. He is aware that nobody 
is perfect, whether they are hetero-
sexual or homosexual, and if the 
Catholic Church shakes its finger 
at people saying they are wrong 
for whom they were, it would be 
hypocritical. Pope Francis believes 

only God knows why each person 
is different and he wishes to leave 
it at that. He wants the Catholic 
Church to focus not so much on 
reprimanding people but helping 
others instead. He stresses the idea 
of Catholics showing humility and 
wanting to help those in need such 
as the poor and the ill.
Father Ted, the Chaplain at LIU 
Post says of Pope Francis’ deci-
sion to primarily focus on helping 
those in need, “A positive one. This 
is the mission of the Church; to 
bring healing and hope to a hurting 
world.”
Rainbow Alliance club member Joe 
Donnolo, a sophomore Music 
Performance major says, “I believe 
it was very respectable and a good 
step forward. I know that it’s not 
going to change overnight and it’s 
not an intentional effort but it gives 
hope for people to stand up for 
what they want.”
 With Pope Francis’ quote 
inspiring and angering others, how 
exactly do the LIU Post students 
feel about this? Do they share and 
applaud the Pope’s opinions? Or 
do they believe that his views are 
simply too good to be true and have 
a political motive behind them? 
 Alexa Regina, a sophomore 
Social Work major, says, “I believe 
that the Pope made a very progres-
sive statement and I’m glad that... 

By: Meagan Draghi

continued on page 6...

A New Pope And A New Outlook 
Towards Gay Marriage 
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s reported in last week’s Pioneer, during 
the month of October, the streets of New 
York City were the host of Banksy’s 
month long exhibition called “Better 
Out Than In.” Even though you might 
not be interested in art, it was hard to 
miss  this big event since Banksy is so 

much more than just street art. 
              From day one, he continued to experiment with 
both public spaces and New Yorkers as well. He cruised 
through the Meat Packing District with a truck filled 
with stuffed animals. He put up a secret, unannounced 
sale in Central Park where he sold only a few artworks 
for $60 each, estimated to be worth over several hun-
dreds of dollars! Walls were torn down in order to pre-
serve his works; people have tried to earn money off of 
them. He has the authorities after him and he even dares 
to state that New York’s glory days are gone because 
“we lost our nerves”.

 Banksy is an anonymous United Kingdom-
based street artist, born in Bristol and known world-
wide for his sarcastic societal and political stencils and 
sculptures. There is an ongoing debate and mystery 
about his anonymity, whether he is one or several art-
ists collaborating. 
 Bendik Sørensen, Journalism major, believes 
Banksy is just one guy, but supported by a lot of artists. 
He further adds that he thinks he’s probably well edu-
cated. 
 Nina Wikstøl, a junior who studies Electronic 
Media, is also convinced Banksy is only one person. 
She has seen his work both here in New York and in 
the UK and she loves it. “I’m guessing he is in his 40’s 
considering he has been doing this since the late 80’s/
early 90’s. That being said, he has a working team with 
him - especially now that he has become so famous - so 
I guess whether Banksy (and his work) is one or numer-
ous people, is debatable.” 

By: Sofie HoffBANKSY 
INVASION:nyc

continued from page 5...
...he’s focusing on the positive aspects of the Catholic 
Church like helping others.”
 Dana Bettex, a senior Education major, be-
lieves, “I like how he understands that he has faults 
meaning that he does not believe that he exactly knows 
all the answers to what is right and what is wrong. 
And that he also says that there is nothing wrong with 
a person for being who they are. It’s a very accepting 
approach on the Catholic Church’s behalf to those who 
are homosexual. I hope at some point everyone can 
accept people for who they are and put their energy 
toward helping those less fortunate, like the Pope is 
basically saying.”

 There is much more to the Catholic Church 
than just its theories on abortion, contraception, and 
gay marriage. Pope Francis hopes to reiterate the posi-
tive aspects of the Church such as giving faith, prayer, 
and doing the works of Jesus Christ. With his speeches 
on what his missions for the Catholic Church will be, 
he also wants everyone to love each other equally now 
matter how different each person may be. According 
to the Bible verse Mark 12:31, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment 
greater.” After all, “who are we to judge” and not accept 
others?

A



Post Bottom Line/ November 6, 2013   7  

 No doubt his identity could be questioned, 
especially considering the genius mastermind that is 
behind all of his remarkable and splendid ideas. He 
never seems to run out of aces in his sleeve and con-
stantly continues to amaze and astonish people all over 
the world. 
 On October 1, Banksy introduced his first visit 
to New York with a piece in Manhattan depicting two 
kids stealing a spray can from a sign that ironically said 
“graffiti is a crime.” This signaled the start for the giant 
game of treasure hunt that ran for a month . Every day 
in October, Banksy introduced the City to a new piece, 
officially declaring them through his website, with only 
one exception. On October 23, there was only a blank 
note saying, “Today’s art has been cancelled due to po-
lice activity”. Or was that actually a piece of art itself? 
             What makes Banksy’s art so extraordinary and 
significant is his political point of view, his nerves and 
courage to create art that is not just pretty and make 
us comfortable or “oh-that’s-so-nice-I-want-to-put-it-
over-my-dining-table-boring”. When he criticizes so-
ciety, he does not hold back. He is harsh and straight-
forward and what better way to play a dangerous 
whistle-blower, than doing it as an anonymous street 
artist. Banksy is not only changing the arts but he has 
changed the graffiti scene. 
 

        I want to believe that he will provide us with many 
important insights and introduce us to new perspec-
tives again in the near future, which will eventually 
cause major changes and further improve our society.
        Banksy started as an underground collaborating 
artist in the UK and one of the major reasons why he 
has become such a phenomena is because he addresses 
issues that are found everywhere in western society.  
Wikstøl said, “Banksy is the symbol of how great graf-
fiti can be,” and to me that also refers to a symbol that 
indicates how great our society could be, if we had the 
courage to think outside the box, just like Banksy.
        CNN says, “Like a signature on a work of art, a 
set of balloons that read “BANKSY!” tied to the side 
of a warehouse visible from the Long Island Express-
way in Queens could be the final piece of the famously 
anonymous British graffiti artist’s monthlong street art 
residency in New York City.”
        On his website, Banksy called it “An inflatable 
throw-up on the Long Island Expressway.” “And that’s 
it,” it says under photos of the installation posted on 
the site. “Thanks for your patience. It’s been fun. Save 
5pointz. Bye.” 
        For more information about Banksy’s art and his 
stay here in New York, check out his official webpage at 
www.banksyny.com.

Thanks for your patience. 
It’s been fun. Save 
5pointz. Bye.“ ”-Bansky
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 The “Graffiti Mecca” of Long Island City also 
known as “5 Pointz” is scheduled to close sometime 
this year. After more than a hundred years, this historic 
building, as well as all the other historic sites in the area, 
are scheduled to be demolished soon. For the art lovers 
out there, this is not good news. 
 David Wolkoff, owner of 5 Pointz, plans to de-
molish this art exhibit and replace it with two residential 
towers. The city planning commission has approved the 
redevelopment proposal. 5 Pointz is such a great sight to 
see, and I think it shouldn’t be shut down or demolished. 
This  famous spot in Queens has attracted so many tour-
ists since 2002, when it became an artistic landmark, 
and many  have been amazed by the artwork ever since.
 I went with a friend last summer and I was 
shocked by the creativity of the artists that have painted 
there. The wide range of colors that the artists used for 
their artwork is just amazing. 5 Pointz advocates are go-
ing to rally against the demolition of this building, but 
they probably won’t be winning this fight. Long Island 
City Parent’s group (a group that provides businesses, 
outside organizations, and freelancers two opportuni-
ties to promote their business and/or special events) 
told artists to stop the fight to save 5 Pointz and bring 

their creativity to the bare grey walls of MOMA’s PS 1. 
They argued that it was unfair to demolish the building. 
Wolkoff, says he plans to transform the building into an 
area that will provide housing for people and families. 
 Jerry Wolkoff, David’s father, met with the 
Queens Community Board that rejected his plan last 
month to build residential towers. Jerry met one on one 
with the community board and asked them what exactly 
they wanted or needed from this space. The community 
board had rejected his plan because it did not include 
affordable housing, lacked a number of art studios, and 
lacked affordable parking space. Based upon these com-
munity concerns, Jerry then revised his plan to include 
fifty-four affordable units, all with the same quality as 
the market-rate units. He also added that he will have 
several art pieces surrounding the area in memory of 5 
Pointz. This isn’t so bad, since he is trying to give back 
to the community. 
 Despite the loss of a major art exhibit, I think 
that this new plan is  just as appealing for the com-
munity as 5 Pointz was. I believe that anyone will be 
thrilled to live in an area such as this one that has housed 
more than one historical building in the past. This his-
toric landmark has housed so many artists’ work over 
the years; that is why the story of its’ demolition has 
received such bad reaction from the public. Having this 
building demolished will affect those who enjoyed visit-
ing it. Being able to take pictures of the paintings was 
a hobby for many tourists and others who are interested 
in artwork. It’s going to feel like a piece of history has 
been ripped from Long Island City; in my opinion it’s 
sad to see it go. Ileana Lado, a sophomore Psychology 
major, agreed, “It’s a beautiful urban piece and it’s a 
shame it is going to be demolished”. 
 We’re sad to see it go! But let’s remain positive 
for the changes to take place in its absence and hope that 
Jerry Wolkoff’s plans benefit the community later on! 

Saying Farewell 
to History

By: Carlos Abreu

5 Point z 
DEMOLITION:

Jerry Wolkoff and his son David Wolkoff, owners of 5Pointz, take a walk 
around as they discuss their plans for the area. -NYDailyNews



 Jeez, where to begin with Miley Cyrus’s recent 
shenanigans?  For those of you who don’t know, this 
chick is certainly in the hot spot right now across the 
boards in pop culture. If you haven’t seen the VMAs, 
she basically dressed up like a baby and hopped around 
stage twerking and caressing herself with a foam finger.
 No matter how absurd she has acted and contin-
ues  to act, I still have a bit of respect for her. Here’s 
why. Firstly, consider her tactics in remaining popular 
and in the center of attention. I mean, imagine how 
much money she is making! All of her crazy shenani-
gans have repeatedly brought her songs to number one. 
It’s tempting to say that she’s going insane, but she 
even discusses in her recent MTV documentary that 
she is completely aware of what she is doing, and it is 
completely intentional. It’s kind of smart if you think 
about it. When was Miley ever the center of attention in 
the pop world? Not until she cut her hair and took on a 
whole new, wild persona that’s for sure.
 No matter how much I want to hate her, I just 
can’t. There is a method to her madness!! I think that 
following some her advice (don’t stop reading just 
yet…) SOME of her advice could do us college stu-
dents some good: 

Sure it’s vulgar, but come on! There’s some signifi-
cance to it, and it’s worth considering. Don’t let haters 
bring you down. Ignore them, and get your revenge by 
showing them how great you really are! 

When you’re feeling down and alone, just remem-
ber that you will always have someone. Friends may 
come and go, but family is forever. 

I find this quote completely empowering. I am turning 
twenty this spring, and sometimes I feel that I am so 
focused on the future that I am barely living and enjoy-
ing my college years. This quote reminds me, and en-
courages me, that it is normal for someone at this age 
to be imperfect and to make mistakes. This is the prime 
time to go out and live your life the way you want before 
things get too serious.  

Negativity won’t get you anywhere. Positive thoughts, 
positive vibes, positive life! 

Let this quote remind you that hard work and dedica-
tion is SO worth it. Si se puede!!!
 Believe me, I am in NO way shape or form ad-
vocating Miley’s behavior. However, I must say that 
however psychotic she may appear, she is very strate-
gic, and may in some way or another have a good head 
on her shoulders (although it may not seem like it for 
the time being.) Carlos Abreu, a sophomore studying 
Finance thinks “Miley is bold, and some mistake that 
for crazy. She’s smart, and whatever she’s doing seems 
to be working for her.” Whether you consider her to be 
completely ridiculous or a great leader of an awesome 
movement, Miley has certainly made a statement… Not 
quite sure what that statement is at this moment, but 
she’s definitely left her mark. 

 “If someone tells you you’re 
not beautiful, turn around and walk 
away, so they can have a great view 
of your fabulous ass.”

 “Remember only God can 
judge us, forget the haters, ‘cuz 
somebody loves ya.”

“…That’s what you’re supposed to do; 
you are 20, you are supposed to be a 
mess because you haven’t figured it 
out yet, and 10 years from now I am 
supposed to have it all together.”

 “You can’t live a positive life with 
a negative mind and if you have a posi-
tive outcome you have a positive in-
come and just to have more positivity 
and just to kind of laugh it off.”

 “The training is pretty harsh, but 
it’s so worth it once you’re on stage 
and getting trophies.” 

Miley MovementThe
By: Kristy Oconnell
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very year, thousands of comic 
book fans gather at the Javits Con-
vention Center in New York City 
to witness the phenomena that is 
the New York Comic Con. This 
year’s convention took place from 
Oct. 10 to Oct. 13 and housed an 

astounding crowd. Before delving into this massive 
four-day event, let’s get a little history lesson going, 
shall we? 
 On March 21, 1970, the first “San Diego’s Gold-
en State Comic-Minicon” was held at the U.S. Grand 
Hotel in downtown San Diego. Talk about a mouthful. 
After three successful years of the con, hosting guests 
like comic artist Jack Kirby (“Captain America”) and 
author Ray Bradbury (“Fahrenheit 451”), the name of-
ficially changed to what it is now known as the San 
Diego Comic Con in 1973. 
From starting out in a hotel basement to eventually ex-
panding to the San Diego Convention Center, this event 
packs in over 130,000 guests a year. The next San Di-
ego Comic Con will be held from July 24-27, 2014, 
and tickets usually sell out fast after they start selling , 
usually in March. If you want a new experience for the 
summer, definitely check out San Diego Comic Con. 
 Anyway, while drooling over warm weather, 
New York Comic Con originated in 2006 after the 
widely popular San Diego Comic Con had been run-
ning for nearly three decades. East coast fans rejoiced 
as the long awaited comic convention had finally ar-

rived,  with plenty of guests , such as filmmaker Kevin 
Smith (“Dogma”, “Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back”), 
and author George R.R. Martin (“Game of Thrones” 
series). 
 NYCC is no stranger to cold weather either, as 
each convention held from 2006 until 2009 was in the 
month of February; since 2010, it  has been held in Oc-
tober. The New York Anime Fest has joined with the 
New York Comic Con to draw in more fans; this was 
part of the reason why NYCC moved from February 
to October. Also,  with the Javits Center’s springtime 
events, and the creation of the Chicago Comic and En-
tertainment Expo, the NYCC committee felt October 
was a better month to focus primarily on the New York 
Comic Con event each year.
 So what were the highlights of 2013 Comic Con 
? “Trekies” (or massively huge “Star Trek” fans) and 
“Star Wars” fanatics came together in peace to faun over 
the great actors that helped form the franchises they 
know and love. These actors, William Shatner (Cap-
tain Kirk, “Star Trek”), Patrick Stewart (Captain Picard, 
“Star Trek: The Next Generation”) and Anthony Daniels 
(C-3P0, “Star Wars”) were three of many entertainment 
guests that were featured at this year’s Comic Con.
 Surprisingly, many wrestlers were in New York 
for the event as well; Hulk Hogan, Sergeant Slaughter, 
Jim “Hacksaw” Duggen, Jerry “The King” Lawler, Mick 
Foley and Tommy Dreamer. Even though I did not grow 
up in a household filled with WWF fan boys, I managed 
to get a glimpse of Long Island’s own Mick Foley, who

E
By: Christa Speranza

The Essence of
   New York Comic Con
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was signing for adorning fans.   
 Along the upper deck of the showroom were 
various novelists and entertainment guests, including 
the cast and crew of Rooster Teeth, the internet-based 
corporation that created the “Red-vs-Blue” parody of 
the “Halo” videogame series. Another popular web 
comic, Matt “The Oatmeal” Inman, was showcasing 
his latest compilation, “Why Grizzly Bears Should 
Wear Underpants.” Other authors exhibiting were R.L. 
Stein (“Goosebumps” series), and Lemony Snicket (“A 
Series of Unfortunate Events”).
 Of course, what would New York Comic Con 
be without comics? Companies like Marvel, Midtown 
Comics, Image Comics, and comiXology, showcased 
various upcoming and new comics, as well as discount-
ed a large quantity of their inventory. Vendors from all 
over NYC and other regions of the country also set up 
booths for fans to peer through old and rare collections 
of comics. Alongside comic vendors were comic col-
lectors, who carried plastic sleeves for all sized comics 
and apprised trades fans brought along for the occasion. 
 Who could forget one of the great pioneers of 
comics, Mr. Stan “The Man” Lee? He, too, made an 
appearance at NYCC this year, as he has done in previ-
ous years. He continues to be the face of Marvel comics 
and the Marvel Corporation. Some other great comic 
guests this year were Chris Claremont (“Uncanny X-
Men”), Charlie Adlard (“The Walking Dead”), David 
Lloyd (“V for Vendetta”), Greg Capulo (“Spawn”), and 
Neal Adams (“Batman”), as well as many others. Most 
of these guests were featured in the Artist Alley, which 
held all independent and mainstream comic artists and 
writers. 

 Though the event is held over four days (Thurs-
day being more of a preview day), it is not always possi-
ble to make it to all the panels and autographing booths 
at their designated time. This was a huge set back for 
me, as the live panels did not clear out after each pre-
sentation, thus making it more difficult to get into the 
more popular showings. Nonetheless, the best way to 
enjoy New York ComicCon is by following these rules:

•Bring your own food and water (finally, an event that 
doesn’t try to rip you off)

•Bring cash (half of the ATM’s didn’t work) 

•Print, from your house, a map or blueprint of the 
showrooms and locate where each vendor or guest is 
going to be and at what time

•Plan a schedule . One guest may interfere with the 
time of a panel or vice versa. It is recommended to 
arrive at the more popular showcases one hour prior to 
the event (guest signing/panel/photo op with an Ewok)

•Bring stuff to get signed. Many of the comic artists 
and entertainment guests charge next to nothing to 
get stuff signed. The headlining guests, however, can 
charge anywhere from $10 to $60 just for a photo or 
autograph (David Duchovny, as handsome as you are, 
you are not worth that much). 

•Bring your phone, camera, and/or gaming device 
because you will be waiting a LONG time for some of 
these guests.

•And remember, have fun. Even if you do not get to 
see all of the guests you had hoped to see, there is 
always the San Diego Comic Con in July and the Chi-
cago Comic and Entertainment Expo in April.  



ould you upload an ‘ugly’ 
picture of yourself on Face-
book? Would you post that 
you got a C and not an A on 
your paper? And are you 
genuinely happy that your 
friend got fifty more likes 
than you on her profile pic? 
If you said yes on all three 

- congratulations, you are probably not suffering from 
Facebook Pain.
 A new study from the University of Michigan, 
one of many about the psychological effects of the 
world’s largest social media network, reveals that ex-
cessive Facebook usage can make us sadder and less 
satisfied with our lives. The university’s researchers 
followed 82 college-aged adults and tracked their mood 
changes at different hours during two weeks. The re-
sults showed that the more time people spent on Face-
book, the likelier they were to start feeling bad about 
themselves. John Jonides, a co-author of the study, said, 
“When on Facebook, you get a lot of posts about what 
people are doing, and this sets up social comparison - 
you maybe feel your life is not as full and rich as those 
people you see on Facebook.” 

 The idea of the grass always being greener has 
been around for a long time; however, since Facebook 
entered our lives in 2004, that feeling has become very 
significant. We have probably all felt envy, such as 
despising that neighborhood girl who never wore the 
same clothes twice and constantly seemed to be going 
on trips with her family. Yet, before Facebook, there 
was one or perhaps just a few of that fortunate girl. 
Now, there’s hundreds of her! And her life appears to 
be so, so good. 
 Jealousy and social comparison are two of the 
most common psychological effects of Facebook usage, 
and researchers seem to agree that people often create 
images of themselves on Facebook that are not always 
entirely realistic. Dilney Goncaleves, a researcher from 
the IE Business School in Madrid, Spain, concluded 
that excessive Facebook users tend to judge their own 
success in comparison with others. He wrote, “Face-
book gives us a limited view of our friends’ lives and 
that view tends to be unrealistically positive.” He added 
that “the more friends you have, the more likely you 
are to spend your day enviously reading about someone 
else’s paradise vacation, new girlfriend or job promo-
tion.”

W

By: Mimmi Montgomery

Facebook usage 
can make us sad-
der and less sat-
isfied with our 
lives, says Uni-
versity of Michi-
gan

facebook pain
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 This leads to the question of what life was like 
before Facebook, almost as if the site was equivalent 
to some revolutionary life-will-never-be-the-same-
again invention, like the lightning bulb or steam en-
gine. The Greek philosopher Aristotle once explained 
that the meaning of the word friend is “a single soul 
dwelling in two bodies,” but after Facebook emer-
genvd, the concept of friends has needed serious re-
evaluation. Facebook friends are not the type of people 
who bring candy and a bunch of cheer-up DVDs when 
you’re feeling down. They are people whose life paths 
have most likely crossed yours at least once, and now 
you follow them in a constantly updating feed where 
they present themselves in the best possible light. How 
could we not become influenced? How can everyone, 
everywhere, be doing so incredibly well, looking so in-
credibly good, and at the same time be having such an 
incredible time?       
 While some might let it pass and stay relatively 
unaffected, the Univer-
sity of Michigan study 
finds that others fall into 
the same pattern as their 
“friends” by also shar-
ing exclusively positive 
stories. As excessive 
Facebook users discov-
er the thrill of receiving 
200 likes for a “Going 
to Miami!” status, they 
see no point in posting 
the “not doing anything special!” status, which would 
most likely only generate a few sympathetic ones. 
 The study reveals that users do not necessar-
ily lie and make up things about themselves that indi-
cate that they have a better life than they do, but more 
than three quarters of the survey participants said they 
would wait to post on Facebook until they have some-
thing positive to share. Only 36 percent were willing to 
post the negative stuff. 
 Senior Broadcasting major Maria Emdal Otter-
lei believes that people choose to post only the good 
stuff because getting many likes reinforces people’s 
self-image. But she also thinks that this could be worri-
some. “In some ways, Facebook boosts your self-con-
fidence because you become happy when getting likes 
or sweet comments, but this boost only lasts for a short 
time,” she said. “Many probably think that since you 
got positive feedback on your post or picture, and that 
was really fun, why would you post something boring 
that would get no attention?” she added. 

  Otterlei, added that Facebook puts a lot of pres-
sure on people, especially young adults. “When you’re 
a teenager, you are generally pretty insecure and I think 
that Facebook can be very stressful then. I remember 
being aware of my friends’ updates, and constantly 
comparing myself to them. I could, for example, feel 
like I had to go for a run if someone else was bragging 
about a great workout,” she said. 
 So if Facebook puts pressure on us and makes us 
feel like we need to live up to someone else’s standards, 
why on earth don’t we just get off it? Clinical psycholo-
gist and researcher Craig Malkin said in an NPR inter-
view that he has met many college students who tell 
him that they actually hate Facebook and would have 
liked to close their accounts. However, according to 
the University of Michigan study, many users remain 
due to FOMO, or Fear of Missing Out. Junior Business 
Management student Kristoffer Eidissen agrees with 
that idea. “I’ve thought about closing down my account 

since Facebook is so time-
consuming,” he said. 
“But if I did, how would 
I see any of the pictures 
from last weekend’s 
party, or know about an 
upcoming event? Face-
book is the place where 
I would find all of that, 
because that is the place 
where we communicate 
the most,” he added. 

 Eidissen believes that Facebook is revolution-
ary since it has changed our communication patterns. 
“I kind of miss when you called your friends to ask if 
they wanted to hang out; we met a lot more face-to-face 
before Facebook.” 
 And that is actually the prescription to Face-
book Pain, according to the researchers in the Univer-
sity of Michigan study. Apart from finding that exces-
sive usage can make us sadder and less satisfied, they 
discovered that face-to-face or phone interaction (those 
outmoded ways of communicating), left people feeling 
better about themselves. This might be a recipe worth 
trying if looking for a self-confidence boost that lasts a 
little longer. 
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“If Facebook puts pressure 
on us and makes us feel 

like we need to live up to 
someone else’s standards, 
why on earth don’t we just 

get off it?” 
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ell, that’s a great question. 
What’s funny about this 
simple four-word inquiry 
is that it has held signifi-
cant meaning in my mind 

for almost my entire adolescent existence. When I’d 
see couples in the halls of my high school: why am I 
single? When I’d dress to the nines and get all dolled 
up and look stunning before going out for the night: 
why am I single? When I’d be sitting in my car with 
my crush as rain pours down heavy outside and some 
Adele number is playing softly through the radio and 
I’m dying to say all things left unsaid (true story!): why 
am I single? No, you are not reading the latest rom-
com manuscript; this is my “love” life. 
 I’m sort of a pro at being single since I’ve been 
perfecting the craft for about eighteen years now, but 
don’t think this is some “sorry me” diary entry (that’s 
what my diary is for). I want to empower all the young 
singles on campus and beyond and just shake them 
and say “IT’S OKAY IF YOU ARE NOT DEVOTING 
YOUR ENTIRE LIFE TO SOMEONE ELSE RIGHT 
NOW.” Isn’t that what most relationships are based 
on? Devotion to one another? Correct me if I’m wrong 
since I’ve never technically had a boyfriend, but my 
general assumption about relationships stems from 
one’s ability to pledge their emotional and physical 
being to another person. And sometimes that’s hard 
for some people to do because of trust issues, personal 
issues, lack of “experience”, etc. 
 My romantic history consists of something I’d 
like to call “paralyzing crushes.” I’d meet a guy and get 
attached way too quickly and end up romanticizing 
him and convince myself that we’re perfect for each 
other and we’ll live happily ever-after, the end; howev-
er, the only “end” I’d get is the “end” of that relationship 
with that guy. Take my relationship with my ex-best 
guy friend from high school: we ended up hooking 
up at a party one night, which in turn brought about 
the “I like you”, “I like you, too” conversation. But 
because my life is a run-of-the-mill rom-com as I said, 

there was obviously another girl. He chose her, and 
the friendship ended. I realized the good in this near-
heartbreaking situation once the summer started when 
I found myself falling for a fellow counselor at camp 
(I get back up just as quickly as I fall, sorry not sorry). 
Had I’d been made “the girlfriend” in the first movie, 
there would have been no sequel, and I wouldn’t have 
been able to explore all the wonderful happiness I had 
found with this new guy (but that’s for another article).
When you’re a single lady like me, you do a lot of 
thinking; I’ve learned that you have to let go of those 
broken bonds that weigh you down. My downfall is I 
fall for guys way too easily; much like a dead Shake-
spearean character, I am in love with the idea of love. 
And I’ve been told I’m looking for love in all the wrong 
places, and I’ll find the perfect guy once I stop looking, 
and that I’m a catch and all those other bullshit clichés 
you hear in the movies – and sometimes these clichés 
ring with truth. I may never solve my personal plight 
of believing in true love, but I’m studying to become 
a writer ultimately to inspire others, so here are some 
tips for my fellow singletons: one, being yourself is 
always preferred; two, don’t be afraid to go on a couple 
of dates and test the waters – get your feet wet; three, 
do what makes YOU happy; four, never EVER rush 
anything, especially if you’re unsure of what you want; 
five, keep your crush to yourself – repeat: KEEP YOUR 
CRUSH TO YOURSELF. 
 By the end of the summer I had come to terms 
with living la vida single. And let’s be honest, it’s hard 
enough getting adjusted to the whole new world of col-
lege solo let alone with some guy on a magic love ride 
(sorry, I was watching Aladdin before this).  The point 
is to embrace the single life and wear it out with pride 
and confidence. It is nothing to be ashamed of – this 
coming from a girl who once serenaded a former crush 
with ABBA’s ‘Dancing Queen’ and has been called 
*ahem* “direct” on more than one occasion (true 
story!). Protect your heart, single ladies (and gents); 
I assure you love will still find its way in (again, we’ll 
save that for another article).

W
Why Am I Single?

A Self Examination Study
By: Alyssa Seidman
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ARIES
(3/21 – 4/19)

Halloween is over, sir : Exercise and diet can make a lot of 
headway now. Why wait ‘til New Years? The eclipse and the 
new moon on the third hits your eighth house of sex and 
death, so try and spend it in the bedroom, not obsessing over 
something you have lost. 

TAURUS
(4/20 – 5/20)

Close relationships are your focus this month. The eclipse on 
the 3rd could make you CRAZY and obsessed to get it nailed 
down. So, chill out and don’t do anything “rash.” Sit down and 
take a rest. It’s time to perfect something for once, you freakin’ 
bum !

GEMINI
(5/21 – 6/20)

Gemini, you need to SLOW IT DOWN... You are on a roll and 
there’s no stop in sight. Read a book or take a yoga class. If 
your a guy, still take a yoga class.... I sure it will help you out in 
every way possible. I’d say you should “shake it like a rednose,” 
but if you don’t know that referance, this could make things a 
tad awkward.  

CANCER
(6/21 – 7/22)

Cancers are always known to overwork themselves. They 
never say NO. So here is my advice to you: Start a “no” revo-
lution. You know that movie, “Yes Man” where he says yes to 
everything that comes his way? Say NO and live your life solo 
for a little. As Drake says “I’m doing me!”

LEO
(7/23 – 8/22)

Leo, you crazy thing! Went commando all last month, so this 
month try and buy a whole bunch of new boxers/ panties. 
I swear it will boost up your happiness level. Focus on your 
school work some more, rumor has it you have a case of “se-
nioritis” in your Junior year. 

VIRGO
(8/23 – 9/22)

Heartbreak last month leads you to do some crazy shit this 
month, so please live it up and don’t take the term “YOLO” 
too far.  Don’t forget to get some icecream and have a movie 
date with yourself at least once this month!

LIBRA
(9/23 – 10/22)

Libra, Find yourself a nice little spot to focus and get rid of the 
past shit that is holding you back. I would honestly reccomend 
you taking a run to clear your head. I heard bowling works, 
but that sounds weird to reccomend, so I guess forget this last 
sentence. 

SCORPIO
(10/23 – 11/21)

Well, it’s your birthday month. Go out, say “YOLO,” and live 
your life for once. If you are a “stay at home” type person, look 
up “KARA CHASE” on YouTube. Happy Birthday, enough said. 

SAGITTARIUS
(11/22 – 12/21)

It’s almost your time! I know things have been rough, but hang 
in there, things will get better. Eat a cupcake or have a laugh 
with friends. In the coming days, take care of some past bullshit 
so you can bring in your new year of life, fresh. I think you 
should start your “obsession phase” of life, and find a weird, 
random, obsession that people will be utterly confused by. 

CAPRICORN
(12/22 – 1/19)

Oh my sweet Capricorn, getting bored with life lately? Maybe 
its time to persue a new career in cooking. I heard the ladies 
love it, then again I am a female. OR....... Be like Forrest Gump 
and just start running. Go, you fool !!!! Listen to Frank Ocean, 
“Forrest Gump, ya run my minddddddd” !

AQUARIUS
(1/20 – 2/18)

“If someone tells you you’re not beautiful, turn around and 
walk away, so they can have a great view of your fabulous ass,” 
says Miley Cyrus. I think you need to live by this quote for the 
rest of the month. (middle finger in the air to the haters) 

PISCES
(2/19 – 3/20)

You are one of those people that we all want to be around. 
Your personality and cute face, keep us all interested in what-
ever you are doing. OH yes..... you heard me, you are remark-
able. Be the inspirational person that you are, all the time. But 
this month, spread the inspiration to those who need a little 
“pick me up.”

Monthly Horoscopes

Provided by CMO
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