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A LETTER FROM THE EDITORS
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Dear Readers,

 Welcome back! I hope that everyone’s 
first month of their spring semester is going 
well. We are so excited to be back and working 
on the Bottom Line. We are constantly think-
ing of ideas to make the magazine better -better 
content, better pictures, and better design. 
 One of the things that we’ve been work-
ing on is expanding our team! We are happy to 
announce Danielle Sposato, a junior English 
major, as our copy-editor, and Melissa Colleary, 
a senior English major, as our online editor. 
 Our goal is to unearth the tough top-
ics -the one’s that people DON’T want to talk 
about because these topics bring with them a lot 
of pain and confusion. When we feature topics 
such as rape, euthanasia and adderall abuse, 
our goal is not to be negative. We believe that 
when we give students a voice to speak about 
these topics honestly, candidly and with facts, 
we create an environment for positivity to grow 
and to bring the darkness to light. 
 “Whatever we plant in our subconscious 
mind and nourish with repetition and emotion 
will one day become a reality” -Earl Nightingale 

 We love you,
 Kristen & Alex

Melissa Nosel

Aimee Leon
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Facts About the Universe That Will Make You Think

“Holy Shitballs!”
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By Alex Billington

Observable universe –ever wondered 
what the view is like from over there? 
Everything stated above are the things 

we know about our observable universe. That is, 
with us at the center, but the shit ball’s question 
at the end of it all is: what would the view be like 
from the edge of our observable universe at the 
center? 

Intergalactic ALCOHOL store.  Yes, now I have 
your attention! There is a cloud of alcohol that 

is about 10,000 light years away with a diameter 
of 1,000 times larger than our solar system. So, 
basically, it’s pretty damn big. So big in fact, there 
is enough ethyl present to make 400 septillion 
drinks or 400,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000. Now, I don’t know about you but that sounds 
like one hell of a hangover!

An exoplanet covered in burning ice…. Hold on, 
burning ice you say?! The pressure on this bad 

boy forces the ice to stay solid, BUT the surface 
temperature of 570 Fahrenheit superheats the 
water. So it’s kind of like when you’re really cold 
then you walk into a really hot room and your 
ears feel really weird? Ermmm…yeah I guess.

The Milky Way is not the only chocolaty treat-
like galaxy in our Universe. In fact, there are 

about 100 billion galaxies containing over ten 
billion trillion stars. 

The next question is: how long does it take to 
go from A to B and does Virgin Airlines take 

you there? Sadly not, our observable universe is 
estimated to be around 156 billion light years in 
diameter so the Imperial Star Destroyer might 
be a more apt form of transportation.

The entire human race would fit inside of 
a sugar cube…okay, let’s think about this 

now. Atoms are made up of 99.9% nothing, so 
everything we are made of is kind of almost none 
existent. So that would be like finding your best 
rolling pin and rolling yourself to nothing, and 
what you’ll eventually have is a sugar cube. 

The brightest star you see in the sky is about 
8.6 light years away. Basically, that light that 

you’re seeing was emitted quite far in the past. 
So far that if we flew a big ass spaceship packed 
with a kick ass nuclear bomb into that star then 
we would see the affects about a decade later. 
Weird right?

Imagine the biggest diamond you have ever 
seen. Now, keep doubling it until it’s the same 

size as EARTH! Yes Earth, astronomers recently 
found a planet made of diamond due to the 
crystallization of its carbon. 

The universe is expanding. Apparently, Mr. 
Hubble was a smart guy, and figured out that 

due to relating the apparent recession velocities 
of external galaxies to their distance that the 
universe is expanding…LOL what does that even 
mean, just Google it.

Black holes are real. I don’t understand why or 
how, but they are. Just deal with it, and hope 

we don’t drift too close or something.

Cover Photo Credit: Sweetie187/Flickr.com and Andrew/Flickr.com
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magine that one morning you wake 
up and you look into the mirror and 
realize that you are merely a shell of 
who you once 
were. Your 
body is riddled 
with disease 
–a disease 

that the doctor informs you is 
terminal; there is nothing more 
that they can do to help you. 
You struggle to get out of bed 
in the morning and to perform 
the most basic tasks. Until one 
day, getting out of bed at all 
seems meaningless and is far 
too painful a task to undertake. 
You are hit with the realization 
that your suffering will only 
get worse. Your body will only 
continue to degenerate. As 
each day passes, you realize that you will only lose 
more of yourself. Your family will have to watch you 

waste away 
to nothing. 
Your family 
is plagued 
with daunting 
thoughts such 
as, “Is today 
going to be the 
day that we 

lose you?” Their sadness is on your conscience, only 
contributing to your depressed and self-destructive 
thoughts. Despite your family’s efforts to comfort 

you, you still feel as if your 
existence is a burden. You 
wonder if you will be able to 
preserve any dignity at all as 
your disease worsens. 
 This is the story of many 
individuals who have been 
diagnosed with terminal 
diseases in America, and 
around the world. The right-to-
die is very rarely spoken about 
in the U.S., with Oregon being 
one of only four places in the 
world that openly and legally 
authorize active assistance 
in dying patients, along with 
Switzerland, Belgium and the 
Netherlands, according to 

Derek Humphry’s Euthanasia, Research & Guidance 
Organization’s article, “Tread Carefully When You 
Help to Die” on March 1, 2005.
 Brittany Maynard, a 29-year-old woman who 
has become the face of the right-to-die movement, 
ended her own life in the comfort of her home in 
Portland, Oregon on November 1, 2014, according 
to Nicole Wiesensee Egan’s People magazine article, 
“Terminally Ill Woman Brittany Maynard Has Ended 
Her Own Life” on November 2, 2014. Her death 
sparked an onslaught of controversial opinions. 

Is There

in
Dignity

I
Dying

By Kristen Linsalata

Photo Credit: youtube.com

Brittany Maynard on her wedding day.
Photo Credit: youtube.com
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Should euthanasia be legalized in the United States 
so that individuals with terminal illnesses can die 
with dignity and on their own terms? Or is the 
illegality of the practice a way to save people from 
themselves during an emotional and painful process 
to prevent them from making a decision that they 
will never be able to take back?
 Maynard’s doctors informed her that she 
had six months to live last spring, after she was 
diagnosed with a likely stage 4 glioblastoma, 
according to Egan’s article. 
 “My glioblastoma is going to kill me and 
that’s out of my control,” Maynard told PEOPLE 
magazine in October 2014. “I’ve discussed with many 
experts how I would die from it and it’s a terrible, 
terrible way to die. So being able to choose to go with 
dignity is less terrifying.” 
 On November 1, Maynard passed away only 
30 minutes after taking a mixture of sedatives, 
respiratory system depressants and water, according 
to Mary Bowerman’s USA Today article, “Brittany 
Maynard’s husband says it was ‘her time to go’,” 
on January 14. Before her death, Maynard’s main 
concern was being able to die with dignity and 
to evade, what would be in her words “a terrible, 
terrible way to die.”  Her husband, Dan Diaz, 
reported that it “was the most peaceful experience 
that you could ever hope for,” according Bowerman’s 
article. Diaz claims that Maynard’s decision to take 
her own life spared her the terrible fate of constant 
seizures, losing her eyesight, becoming paralyzed, 
and an inability to speak. 
 The right to die, although rarely discussed, 
is highly controversial among college students. “I 
completely understand and believe that people should 
have control over their own fate,” said Kate Gambino, 

a junior Broadcasting major. “But 
some people have gone into 

remission after having stage 
4 cancers. Then again, I 

don’t think it’s right to 
torture someone 

by keeping 
them alive.” 

 

There are 
others, though, 
who claim that 
patients who are 
terminally ill 
shouldn’t take 
their own lives.
 Maggie 
Karner, a 
Connecticut 
woman who 
also suffers 
from stage 4 
gliobostoma, 
released a video 
on October 29, 
2014 on YouTube 
urging Maynard, “Please don’t leave us yet. Let’s 
choose life for as long as we’ve got.” Karner likened 
Maynard to a woman standing on a ledge ready to 
jump. Karner states that her video entitled, “A letter 
to Brittany Maynard,” is a screaming plea to Maynard 
to convince her to not jump. 
 “Don’t let that arbitrary date pressure you. 
You are strong. How about instead on November 
1st, you and I choose to squeeze every drop out of 
life and cheat this beast of a cancer for as long as we 
can,” Karner stated in her video released on YouTube 
on October 29, 2014. 
 “For people to argue against this choice for 
sick people really seems evil to me,” Maynard told 
PEOPLE magazine before her death in October 2014 
“They try to mix it up with suicide and that’s really 
unfair, because there’s not a single part of me that 
wants to die. But I am dying.” 
 “Although I feel it is a form of suicide, 
“assisted suicide” just isn’t the correct term, Josh 
Levine, a junior Psychology major said. “If someone 
was on a bridge and you gave [him or her] a push 
because they asked that seems more like assisted 
suicide. This procedure done in a humane and 
peaceful environment, done with no malice, no force 
and having the person thoroughly think it through, 
seems more of a helping hand to them when going 
through pain. Suicide is too harsh a word for this.”
 Now, imagine another scenario. Your child 
is born severely disabled. Your child cannot walk, 
talk, eat or drink and their health is expected to 
deteriorate. While most parents love to look toward 

Photo Credit: Facebook.com

Charlotte Fitzmaurice Wise holding her 
newborn daughter Nancy Fitzmaurice 
Photo Credit: Facebook.com
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mother acted with the cruelty that she was 
attempting to spare her daughter. When a patient is 
deprived of the fluid that is crucial for them to live, 
they suffer dehydration and lack of nutrition, which 
is also known as starvation, and ultimately, they die, 
according to Fiano’s article. 
 “So to end a person’s supposed suffering — a 
person who is not terminally ill, is not on any life 
support, and can breathe on their own — we must 
make them suffer a slow, painful, horrific death. But 
only if they’re disabled, apparently,” Crissy Fiano 
stated in her article. “Putting a bullet in her head 
would have been kinder because it at least would 
have been immediate. But then we can’t tap dance 
around the fact that what this mother did is murder.”
 However, Charlotte Fitzmaurice Wise states 
that she did what she believed was in the best 
interest of her daughter. “After a whole weekend of 
her screaming in agony, I decided I wasn’t going to 
watch my little girl suffer any more,” Fitzmaurice 
Wise told Metro, an English print and online 
publication. “There was no way I was going to let her 
stay in extreme pain for months. It killed me there 
was nothing I could do to help her. All the nurses 
were in tears as they saw her screaming. All I wanted 
was for my daughter to die with dignity with me 
holding her hand.”
 The debate on Euthanasia is a divided one. 
Some people believe that those diagnosed with 
a terminal illness or who are severely disabled 
should be allowed to take their own lives in an 
effort to avoid a painful death that robs them of 
their faculties and their dignity. Others believe that 
people should live for as long as they possibly can 
until they naturally pass away because death can 

never be reversed and no one can predict 
the future. However, perhaps, it is not our 

place to judge. We must practice empathy 
and understanding to those enduring 

such a debilitating illness. When it 
comes to life and death, we can share 
our opinions but we cannot inflict 

them upon others but we can 
always offer support and 
understanding to those who 
truly need it.

the future of their children, you simply cannot for it 
is too painful. You are faced with knowing that your 
child is suffering immensely and there is nothing 
that you can do to ease their pain. 
 This is the story of Charlotte Fitzmaurice 
Wise. Her daughter, Nancy Fitzmaurice, was 
born blind with hydrocephalus, meningitis and 
septicemia, could not walk, talk, eat or drink and 
required 24-hour care, according Cassy Fiano’s Live 
Action News article, “Mother wins case to kill her 
disabled daughter” on October 27, 2014. Fitzmaurice 
was fed, watered and medicated by tube at London’s 
Great Ormand Street Hospital and as she grew she 
would scream in agony for hours despite being given 
morphine and ketamine, according to the article. It 
was then that her mother petitioned to a High Court 
judge in the UK to grant her the right to terminate 
her severely disabled daughter’s life, according to 
Ian Horswill’s News Corp Australia Network article, 
“Charlotte Fitzmaurice Wise wins right to end 
daughter Nancy’s life,” on October 27, 2014.
 Charlotte Fitzmaurce Wise’s 
petition was granted almost immediately. 
Nancy died 14 days after the ruling and 
her fluids were withdrawn, according to 
Horswill’s article. Some people believe 
that Wise made the right decision, 
including High Court Justice King 
who stated, “The love, devotion and 
competence of her mother are 
apparent. In her own closed world 
she has had some quality of life. 
Sadly that is not the case now,” 
according to the article.  
 Some believe that the 

Photo Credit: Facebook.com

Photo Credit: youtube.com
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&Soul
MindBody

 Last semester, our fitness 
guru JW gave us some great work-
out programs for a range of abili-
ties to promote a healthy lifestyle. 
To build on the health and fitness 
section of a balanced life, this page 
will be dedicated to a kind of mind, 
body and soul…a soul by my defini-
tion at least. I wrote a piece last se-
mester about our generation’s lack 
of thought due to the constant need 
for stimuli that technology has cre-
ated. A few people declared their 
heavy disagreement, this statement 
was of course not targeted at every-

one, as is the case with most sweep-
ing statements. But following that 
article I really made a conscious 
effort to think more, reflect more, 
read more and write more –some-
thing I feel, as a generation, we need 
more of. In the turbulent frenzy of 
consumerism that the world has 
become, thought is hard, we have 
“stuff” thrust our way day in and day 
out. Information in which we do not 
choose is shoved upon us relent-
lessly. In a nutshell, we don’t have 
as much time or chance to think. 
We, as humans, have the privilege 

to reflect and question, and I can’t 
help but believe that privilege is 
not being taken full advantage of. 
So that brings me back to what this 
page is to become, this semester, 
the mind, body and soul section of 
this magazine will be based around 
thought provoking statements and 
phrases, both by timeless renowned 
thinkers and regular students or 
people of our generation, putting 
forward statements and phrases, 
intended to evoke thought, emotion 
and reaction.

“The most thought-
provoking thing 
in our thought-
provoking time is 

that we are still not 
thinking.” Martin 

Heidegger (What is 
called thinking?)

“Enlightenment is man’s 
emergence from his self-

incurred immaturity. 
Immaturity is the 

inability to use one’s 
own understanding 

without the guidance of 
another. This immaturity 

is self-incurred if its 
cause is not lack of 
understanding, but 
lack of resolution 

and courage to use it 
without the guidance 
of another. The motto 

of enlightenment is 
therefore: Sapere aude! 

Have courage to use your 
own understanding!” 

Immanuel Kant (Immanuel 
Kant, An Answer to 

the Question: What Is 
Enlightenment?)

“Don’t let life slip 
through your 

fingertips. You have 
a choice; you can be 
sand or rock…the 
choice lies in your 
hands.” Jade Noelle 

Viggiano – SoulCycle 
Instructor/Actress.

“There are no truths, 
only evidence of 
truths, the only 

thing you can be sure 
of is yourself.” Manda 

Clark – Student.

“The snake which 
cannot cast its skin 

has to die. As well 
the minds which 

are prevented from 
changing their 

opinions; they 
cease to be mind.” 

Friedrich Nietzsche. By Alex Billington
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e’ve all seen the advertisements for 
our favorite companies, whether it 
is on TV or in print. The companies 
splash these advertisements in 
our face in an attempt to make 
us want to buy their pro ducts. 
What many companies use in 
their advertisements is the ideal, 

“all-American” family. More recently, corporations 
such as T Mills have been using different types of 
families, such as, starring a gay couple with children 
in their advertisements. Discrimination against 
homosexuals is still pervasive in American society, 
but the companies that feature homosexual couples 
could be helping in the movement to achieve equal 
rights for homosexuals and for their relationships 
to be validated in the same light as heterosexual 
relationships are. 
 Tiffany & Company just released a new 
advertisement for wedding bands, featuring two gay 
men as their chosen couple. One can argue that this is 

Tiffany & Co.’s way of saying that they are accepting 
of the gay community, or it may just be a way to get in 
touch with a market that hasn’t been noticed yet. 
 “This may just be a by-product of a company 
trying to get into a new market for themselves,” 
Daniel Giraldo, junior Political Science and History 
double major said. Maybe this is just a marketing 
scheme to reach a part of society that other 
corporations haven’t looked at yet. But then again, 
maybe Tiffany & Co. is trying to change how society 

Homosexuality

W

Big
Business

Backs

By Melissa Nosel Photo Credit: Guillaume Paumier/Flickr.com

Photo Credit: Jay Reed/Flickr.com
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looks at “normal” couples. “True love can happen 
more than once with love stories coming in a variety 
of forms,” a Tiffany & Co. representative said as 
reported by Jack Linshi’s TIME magazine article, 
“Tiffany & Co. Jewelry Ad Campaign Features Its First 
Gay Couple.” 
 Fortunately, Target has also displayed 
acceptance explaining that they agree with same sex 
marriage according to Kim Bhasin’s Huffington Post 
article, “Target Finally Comes Out In Support of Gay 
Marriage,” on August 8, 2014 “It is our belief that 
everyone should be treated equally under the law, 
and that includes rights we believe individuals should 
have related to marriage,” Jodee Kozlak, Executive 
Vice President of Target said on the company’s 
blog, according to Bhasin. Those who believe in 
equal marriage rights for all appreciated this overt 
acceptance of homosexual marriage. “It’s a great 
thing. It’s a wake-up call. Everything has to start 
somewhere, and [by advertising in this manner, these 
companies] will create a chain reaction,” Richard 
Batista, junior Education major said.
 Are these big corporations’ advertisements the 
change the U.S. needs? Should the gay community be 
accepted by today’s society? Over the past 10 years, 
American citizens have become more accepting 
of the gay community as a whole, and less people 
disagree with the gay lifestyle than those who 
support it according to People Press’ research study, 
“Growing Support for Gay Marriage: Changed Minds 

and Changing 
Demographics.” 
Why hate someone 
for who they love? 

There is 
no reason 
to restrict 
someone 
from their 
basic 
human 

Photo Credit: InterContinental Hong Kong/Flickr.com

rights to love who they want. “If you’re not harming 
anyone, then why should anyone care? You cannot tell 
anyone who or who not they can be with,” Batista said.
 Corporations, such as Tiffany & Co. and 
Target, are making a definite stance in support 
of the homosexual lifestyle through their pro-
gay advertisements. By spotlighting homosexual 
relationships, these corporations are giving the 
homosexual community a bigger voice to use against 
those who protest against them. However, these 
corporations are taking a risk by making these 
stances. They may lose customers, employees, or 
even stockholders by displaying their acceptance. 
“Nowadays, the road to marriage is no longer linear,” 
Tiffany & Co.’s spokesperson said, according to Linshi. 
 Maybe these advertisements aren’t just about 
accepting the homosexual lifestyle; maybe they have 
a deeper meaning. This new age of advertisements 
could be trying to move with the changing direction 
of our society. The world is no longer clear-cut where 
there are segregated between things considered 
normal and abnormal. People are learning that 
sexuality and personal choice comes down to self-
autonomy and an individual’s prerogative. These 

types of advertisements are proving that our 
society has changed in the past few years. Those 
who show animosity or hostility towards the 
modifications that have occurred should learn to 

look positively on these changes, for they only 
seem to be expanding and progressing as the 
years pass. 

Photo Credit: Earl 
Leatherberry/
Flickr.com
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dderall is one of the most com-
monly prescribed amphetamines. 
Several side effects are acute alert-
ness, improved concentration and 
euphoria. It is generally used to treat 
narcolepsy and Attention 
Deficit Hyperactive 

Disorder, also known as ADHD, ac-
cording to Everyday Health’s article, 
“What is Adderall?” Due to the 
effects of this drug, the use among 
college students has dramatically 
increased. It is said that most 
college students are twice more 
likely to abuse stimulants, such as 
Adderall, more than people who 
do not attend college, especially for 
students during exams, according to 
Addiction Center’s article, “Adderall, 
Addiction, Abuse and Treatment.” 

 For some college students, studying has be-
come a difficult feat. As a result, many college stu-
dents have been taking Adderall to improve their con-
centration on their studies in order to stay active and 
stay social. Apart from the pressures of final exams, 

the need to do well is vital for most stu-
dents who have high tuitions. In addi-

tion to this, college is so costly these 
days that this is an added pres-

sure for the student to do well. 
This has raised certain issues 
and puts into question as to 
whether or not the heightened 
focus produced from this drug 
should be regarded as cheat-

ing. Many academic magazines 
have claimed Adderall as the, 

“academic steroid,” including Yale 
Daily News Magazine. 

 The use of Adderall by a non-Photo Credit: Patrick Mal-
lahan III/Wikimedia.org

The Secret

A

Cheater?
Adderall

By Aimee Leon
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prescribed user is an irrefutable form 
of cheating. “When a person without 
ADHD takes ADHD medication, it 
gives them super-sharp attention and 
concentration. It enhances their exist-
ing cognitive abilities for many who 
take it. And in a way, it’s no different 
than an athlete who’s pumped ste-
roids,” John M. Grohl said, according 
to his PsychCentral article, “Is Taking 
Adderall to Boost College Performance 
Cheating?” Many people share this 
opinion, “it’s cheating. It’s immoral. 
And it’s part of the American night-
mare,” J. J. Colagrande said, according 
to his Huffington Post article, “Adder-
all: Where Cheaters Always Win and 
Winners Always Cheat,” 
 Is this practice really so grave? 
Is the use of Adderall by non-prescribed students 
considered cheating?  Perhaps people feel this way 
because at some level, students are aware that taking 
this drug without a prescription is wrong. However, 
it is possible that some students will disagree. “It is 
because the person still needs to study, and the exams 
given here are tests of memorization, not perfor-
mance,” Aaron Swede-Taillon, sophomore Informa-
tion Systems major said.
 “If students who are prescribed Adderall 
aren’t considered to be cheating, then it shouldn’t be 
considered cheating for everyone else. It’s either all 
cheating or not at all,” Sean Kinny, graduate Politi-
cal Science major said. One can argue that everybody 
should be at the same level of playing field. Perhaps 

college students should 
stick with other well-
known stimulant that 
enhances focus, such as 
coffee and energy drinks. 
What makes these stimu-
lants acceptable to take, 
and not Adderall? Where 
does one draw the line? 
“I think the line is drawn 
when it is illegal. Because 
Adderall is a prescrip-
tion only drug, if college 
students are using it to 
claim an advantage and 

Photo Credit: hipsxxhearts/
Flickr.com

Photo Credit: neur0nz/Flickr.com

are caught, it should be punishable both by law, and 
by the University under their code for cheating,” Erik 
Berthagen, junior Marketing major said.
 In order to address this issue, one must first 
define what “cheating” truly means. The defini-
tion of cheating is to, “act dishonestly or unfairly in 
order to gain an advantage, especially in a game or 
examination,” according to the Oxford Dictionaries. 
In order for someone to act dishonestly or unfairly, 
they have to break a certain rule. However, taking 
medication that is not prescribed to you is clearly 
illegal. So, if a non-prescribed user was punished for 
taking Adderall, it would be for the consequence of 
illicit possession and consumption of a controlled 
substance and not because of cheating. If there were 
no written rules against the use of steroids in athletic 
competitions, then athletes taking the drug will not 
be regarded as cheaters. 
 It is understood why there are those who at-
test that taking Adderall should be considered cheat-
ing. What can we do regarding the control and illegal 
distribution of this drug? Like any drug, there is a black 
market, and the black market is not under the control 
of the universities,  the law handles it. Should the law 
enforcement crack down on the distribution of Adder-
all? If colleges take initiative to publicly acknowledge 
that students are taking this drug illicitly, and if they 
put forward statements to formally declare Adderall as 
cheating, the consequences of the users should be pun-
ishable under the same scrutiny as regular cheating. 
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veryone has someone that they 
admire, someone that they look 
up to. Whether it’s our parents, 
our relatives, friends, or even 
someone further a field, like a 
celebrity. Most people know of 
a prominent figure in the media 
who has impacted their lives 

in one way or another whether it is watching them 
on a television show or on the news. Celebrities have 
the ability to change they shape the way we view the 
world. When we look to the media at those who are 
in the public eye, we tend to view them differently, 
on somewhat of a pedestal. When we consider 
prominent public figures, and the impact 
that they make upon our lives, it becomes 
unsettling when the true colors 
of a celebrity no longer seems 
to coincide with the stature 
that we have 
given them. 
Throw rape 
accusations, or 
molestation in 
the mix, and 
we have a real 
frightening 
issue on our 
hands. Rape is 
one of society’s 
rightfully declared 
taboos; it is the act 
of forcing men and 
women against their will to 
perform sexual activities. 
Molestation is an 
occurrence that knows 
no bounds in the 

mindset of a sexual predator. When we think of people 
who would have the audacity to carry out any of these 
actions, we pin them as sick and deluded individuals, 
and potentially someone who has no place in society, 
and who is regarded as inhumane. 
 For generations, people have been raised on 
different television shows, such as The Cosby Show, 
and 7th Heaven. These shows were extremely popular 
when our generation was growing up. “I grew up 
watching The Cosby Show and Kids Say The Darndest 
Things, so of course I love Bill Cosby,” Jordan 
Supinksy, junior Public Relations major said. We tend 
to relate our lives to the way the family dynamics in 

these shows are depicted. We always imagine 
that the characters in these shows that we 

connect to are exactly how they portray 
themselves on screen. 

 Recently, two well-known father 
figures from 
these television 
shows have 
been accused 
of sexual 
abuse. Bill 
Cosby, who 
is known for 
his role of the 
loving father 

Bill Huxtable 
on The Cosby Show, 

has had allegations 
made against him, which 
claim that he has sexually 

abused several women 
during his career, 

according to 
Nicole Weisenee 
Eagan’s PEOPLE 

RAPE:
E

Lurking in the Shadows of Stardom
By Danielle Sposato
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magazine article, “All About 
Bill Cosby’s Accusers –
and the Fall of a TV icon,” 
on November 24, 2014.  
According to many media 
reports, accusers are 

now stepping forward, 
including his former 
publicist Tarshis, who 
claimed he had, “drugged 
and sexually assaulted 
her in his bungalow on 
set,” in 1969, according 
to the article. 

 Cosby, however, has spoken out against 
these allegations, and has been disproving every 
allegation against him. “We are very confident that 
we will prevail,” Bill Cosby’s attorney told PEOPLE 
magazine. As for his wife, a woman known for her 
own independent accomplishments, such as her 
contributions to a play called, “Having our Say,” and 
for her contribution in founding an organization called 
the National Visionary Leadership in 2001, has also 
been defending her husband, and has been denying 
every allegation made against him. She characterizes 
the allegations made against her husband as “a 
media frenzy, and not unlike those she’s seen before,” 
according to Serge F. Kovaleski and Colin Moynihan’s 
New York Times article, “Well Before Scandals, 
Cosby’s Wife Faulted Media Treatment of Blacks” on 
January 20. Cosby’s wife speaking out on 
his behalf sends a whirlwind of emotions 
throughout those who have been 
following these alleged crimes 
against him over the years. 
Does Mrs. Cosby have a point? 
Is the media taking it a step too 
far? “In the end, in my opinion, 
I see Bill Cosby as a man who 
has a lot of money and fame 
and this might be something 
that these women want,” 
Brian Kenny, junior Secondary 
Education major said. Not only 
does the media have the power to put 
prominent figures in a negative light, but 
perhaps the money that these prominent figures 
have, have an impact on the way others choose to 
act.

 Tamara 
Green, a retired 
attorney from 
California, has 
also claimed 
that she was 
drugged by 
Cosby and 
was groped in 
1969, according 
Nicole 
Weissenee 
Eagan’s 
PEOPLE 
magazine, 
“Bill Cosby 
Accuser Tamara 
Green Files 
Defamation 
Lawsuit,” on December 10, 2014. Even though a lot of 
time has passed since she claims Cosby has sexually 
assaulted her, does this mean that her accusations 
are insignificant or invalidated? One may question 
why she has taken so long to come out with this 
story. “I believe that rape is such a terrible thing that 
occurs within our society. It’s hard for me to believe 
that there were multiple women who were allegedly 
raped by Bill Cosby if none of them went to the police 
straight away,” Kenny said.
 It is difficult for us to put ourselves in a 

victim’s place. We’ll never really know 
their thoughts or feelings on the 

matter or the internal struggles 
they must be experiencing and 

their way of handling it, unless 
we’ve gone through these 
tragedies ourselves, but even 
then, everyone still may act 
differently. One can argue 
that, perhaps, they were too 
afraid of speaking up, or 

didn’t know how to handle 
the situation. Perhaps, this is 

why it has taken so long for these 
accusations to surface. 

 It is hard for people to believe these 
accusations against Cosby because of whom he was 
in his career, the many years that have passed since 
the alleged incidents and the fact that no criminal 

Photo Credit: 
The World 
Affairs 
Council of 
Philadelphia/
Flickr.com

Photo Credit: mstars.com

“‘I did 
something 

terribly 
wrong.” 
- Stephen Collins
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possibly putting them at peace for undergoing these 
circumstances.
 Because of Collins, the three women he has 
inappropriately acted towards will never forget this 
traumatizing memory. Not only was he a loving father 
on 7th Heaven, but he was also a reverend on the 
show. When we think of our fathers and religious 
figures, we feel comforted in the fact that these 
individuals protect us. It is almost like a paradox 
to Stephen Collins’ life, as well as Bill Cosby’s life, 
because both of them are accused of being the 
complete opposite of the characters that they have 
portrayed for many years. 
 We tend to paint these prominent figures in 
the same light as their characters, assuming that 
if they play such an important role, such as the 
loving father figure of a family that they could never 
possibly be anything other than whom they play on 

screen. It is common that 
we separate celebrities 
from ourselves because 
they seem godlike 
compared to people in 
our everyday lives. It is 
possible that prominent 
figures can also be sick 
and deluded. One can only 
hope that those affected 
will receive justice, and 
that we will begin to break 
the barrier that we have 
created between actor and 
character. 

charges have been brought against him. Some 
of us are left dumbfounded and afraid after 
hearing such horrible accusations, while others 
feel as though it is just one of those rumors 
that can’t possibly be true. If these accusations 
are proven to be true, will this change the way 
we look at every celebrity? Will we be able to 
accept that being a celebrity does not make 
you impervious to any wrongdoing? But after 
all, no matter how famous, how brilliant, how 
entertaining, they are still only human.
 Some find it hard to believe accusations 
made against celebrities like Cosby because it 
is sometimes common for people, especially 
celebrities, to be falsely accused. “If someone I 
looked up to in society was accused of rape or 
child molestation I would hope that it wasn’t 
true. I would continue believing that it wasn’t true until 
the person accused was proven guilty,” Supinsky said. 
 Regrettably for  , who was known for his 
role as Reverend Eric Camden on the hit show 7th 
Heaven, the allegations have proven to be true. 
Unlike Cosby, who has denied all wrongdoing, 
Collins has come forward to publicly apologize for 
his misbehavior due to details of his past being 
leaked in the process of his divorce from his wife 
Faye Grant, according to Lisa Respers France’s CNN 
article, “7th Heaven Actor Stephen Collins: ‘I did 
something terribly wrong,” on December 18, 2014. 
Grant claims that Collins admitted to have molested 
underage women in a therapy session on November 
2012. However, it is no longer a case of “he said, 
she said.” Grant released the audio recording and 
TMZ has posted the actual audio recording on their 
website. Collins admitted 
to having inappropriate 
sexual conduct among 
young women, and 
has apologized deeply, 
according to Lynette 
Rice’s PEOPLE magazine 
article, “Stephen Collins 
Publicly Apologizes 
for Sexual Abuse: 
Experts Weight In,” 
on December 17, 2014. 
This could potentially 
lift a large weight off of 
his victim’s shoulders, Photo Credit: myrddin irwin/Flickr.com
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Aries 
March 21-April 19 

Aries, you are starting off the New Year with 
a vigor and exuberance that is unparalleled. 
Your productivity has been through the roof. 
However, if you don’t prioritize soon then you 

are going to feel overwhelmed.

Taurus 
April 20-May 20 

With 4/20 being the date that begins your cycle, one 
would think that you would like to have fun and let 
loose. However, you can be quite rigid and stubborn 
at times. Tap into an old hobby or goal that you once 
had. It’s not as silly and impractical as you once thought.

Gemini 
May 21-June 21

You haven’t been acting within the realms of your 
character lately. The word “shady” comes to mind. 
Come on, Gemini…that’s not like you. You need to 
get back to your roots and get back to who you 

really are.

Cancer 
June 22-July 22

Everyone around you is impressed with your 
quest for self-improvement. You realize that the 
only person that you can control is yourself. 
Keep pushing for self-enlightenment. Don’t let 

outside stimuli get to you.

Leo
July 23-August 22 

You have natural talent and charisma, which might 
get your foot in the door. But what are you going 
to do when you actually get there? You have to 
continue to hone your talents before people begin 

to think that you’re all talk and no walk. 

Virgo 
August 23-September 22

Frankly, I have no clue how you’ve gotten through 
the last couple of months. When tragedy struck, 
you didn’t give up. Things aren’t perfect but 
there’s a certain comfort in knowing that they 
never will be. Right now, you have to concentrate 

on your happiness. 

Libra 
September 23-October 22

There’s something brewing within you, Libra. A 
culmination of stress and emotional strife is causing 
you to feel quite lost. I know that it doesn’t help to 
hear that feeling lost is a normal part of life. There’s 

light at the end of the tunnel for you.

Scorpio 
October 23-November 21 

Scorpio, you can’t discount other people’s 
feelings and emotions. You are not living in this 
world alone. Make an effort to understand other 
people’s feelings and what makes them tick. You 

expect the same from others.

Sagittarius 
November 22-December 21 

The only problem with big expectations 
is when you can’t meet them. Instead of 
becoming the sacrificial lamb, just take a step 
back and realize that failures happen. It doesn’t 
make you any less talented and intelligent. Try 

to go easy on yourself.

Capricorn
December 22- January 19 

Capricorn, you have so many amazing plans for 
the future. If you let your anxiety hold you back 
then these plans might not ever get a chance to 
materialize. This is your chance! Don’t squander it.

Aquarius 
January 20-February 18 

 Aquarius, you need to get some sleep. Don’t go 
to your classes tomorrow and get a massage. Just 
kidding! What I meant to say is that you need to 
relax and give yourself some TLC…after you do 

your homework.

Pisces 
February 19-March 20

Pisces, one phrase comes to mind: Don’t keep 
promises that you can’t keep. People value honesty. 
If you don’t think that you can take a project on then 
just say it! You’ll be happy to get this responsibility off 

of your chest.

By Kristen Linsalata

[The Bottom Line is not responsible for students who do not go to their classes 
and who do not do their homework.]
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